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X  HE  odd  account  of  the  origin  of  this  Treatise— in  its  first 
lines — caught  my  eye  as  I  was  turning  over  the  leaves  of  the 
Sloane  Manuscript  which  contains  it.  I  resolved  to  print  it  as 
a  specimen  of  the  curious  fancies  our  forefathers  believed  in 
(as  I  suppose)  in  Natural  Science,  to  go  alongside  of  the  equally 
curious  notions  they  put  faith  in  in  matters  religious.  And  this 
I  determined  on  with  no  idea  of  scoffing,  or  pride  in  modern 
wisdom,  for  I  believe  that  as  great  fallacies  now  prevail  in  both 
the  great  branches  of  knowledge  and  feeling  mentioned,  as  ever 
were  held  by  man.  Because  once  held  by  other  men,  and  spe- 
cially by  older  Englishmen,  these  fancies  and  notions  have,  or 
should  have,  an  interest  for  all  of  us ;  and  in  this  belief,  one  of 
them  is  presented  here. 

The  loss  of  our  sweet,  bright,  only  child,  and  other  distress, 
have   prevented   my   getting  up   any  cram   on   the    subject   of 
Quintessence  to  form  a  regular  Preface.     The  (translated?)  ori-    ^  P 
ffinal  of  the  text  is  attributed  to  Hermes — Trismegistus,  "  or  the         ,    ,  .y 
thrice  great  Interpreter,^^  so  called  as  "  having  three  parts  of  _ 

the  Philosophy  of  the  whole  workP^^ — to  whom  were  credited 
more  works  than  he  wrote.     The  tract  appears   to  be  a  great     ^     ^ 
fuss  about  Spirits  of  Wine ;  how  to  make  it,  and  get  more  or 

*  The  Mirror  of  Alchiniy,  coiuiiosed  l)y  the  thrice-famous  juul  learned  Fr^er, 
Roger  Bavhon,  1597. 


VI 

less  tipsy  on  it,  and  what  wonders  it  w4ll  work,  from  making 
old  men  young,  and  dying  men  well,  to  killing  lice. 

The  reading  of  the  proof  with  the  MS.  was  done  by  Mr.  Ed- 
mund Brock,  the  Society^s  most  careful  and  able  helper.  To 
Mr.  Cockayne  I  am  indebted  for  the  identification  of  some 
names  of  plants,  &c. ;  and  to  Mr.  Gill  of  University  College, 
London,  for  some  Notes  on  the  Chemistry  of  the  treatise, 
made  at  the  request  of  my  friend  Mr.  Moreshwar  Atmaram. 
The  Sloane  MS.  I  judge  to  be  about,  but  after,  1460  A.D.f  The 
later  copy  (Harleian  MS.  853,  fol.  66)  seems  late  16th  century 
or  early  17th,t  and  has  been  only  collated  for  a  few  passages 
which  require  elucidation.  The  full  stops  and  pause  marks  of 
the  MS.  and  text  require  to  be  disregarded  occasionally  in 
reading. 

Egham,  16th  May,  1866. 

t  Mr.  E.  A.  Bond  of  the  British  Museum  has  kindly  looked  at  the  MSS.,  and 
puts  the  Sloane  at  1460-70  A.D.,  and  the  Harleian  at  about  1600, 


THE  BOOK  OF  QUINTE  ESSENCE 

OR    THE    FIFTH    BEING  ; 


THAT    IS    TO    SAY, 


MAN'S    HEAVEN. 

[Sloane  MS.  73,  fol.  10.  Brit.  Mus.] 


BOOK  I. 

Uith  ))e  my3t,  wisdom,  a7ul  grace,  of  ]?e  holy  trynite,  I  write  to  [Foi.  lo.] 

3011  a  tretice  in  englisch  breuely  drawe  out  of  J)e  book  of  of  God  1 

quintis   essencijs   in   latyn,   \>at  hermys   \>q.  prophete   and  kyng  this  Treatise 

of  Egipt,   after  )?e   flood   of  Noe,  fadir   of  philosophris,  liadde  iiemies  by 

3,11  iintrcl  ciftor 

by   reuelaciouw    of   an    aungil    of  god    to    him   sende.    ]?at    )>e  Noah's  tiooti, 

wijsdom    and    J>e    science    of  |)is    book    schulde    not    perische.  knowledge  of 

but  be  kept  and  p^^eserued,  vnto  \q  eende  of  |)e  world,  of  alle  may  be  pre- 

holy  men  from  al  wickid  peple  and  tyrauntis  for  greet  perilis  end  of  the 
|>at  my3te   falle   j)erof.      For  wijji^me   }?is   l)reue   tretis^  wi]?   ))e 

grace  of  god.  I  wole  more  determine  of  practif  *  ban  of  theorik.  [*  practise. 

.                                                                                               ^                    '              ,  MS.  Had.] 

3itt  ben  bojje  nedeful  /  The  firste  and  souereyneste  priuyte  jjat  c.od's  greatest 

god,  maker  of  kynde,  ordeyned  for  mannys  nede,  how  ])at  olde  man's  need  is 

euangelik  men,  and  feble  in  kynde,  my3te  be  restorid,  and  haue  store  old  fee- 

a3en  her  firste  strenk|)is  of  3ong})c  in  jjc  same  degree  |>at  is  in  the  strencth 

al  kynde.    and  be   m«d   hool   parfi5tly,  except   j^e   strok  of  j)e  "       ' 

bundir  blast,  and  violent  brusuris,  and  oppressynge  of  to  myche  except  incase 

,                 .                                      '  ofthunder- 

betynge  /  Also  perdous  fallyngis  of  hi3  placis,  to  myche  absty-  blast,  and 

too  niiicli 

nence,  and  ohero.  yuel  D'oue?'naunce  a'jcns  kynde.     And  also  be  fastinu. 

teerme  jjat  is  sett  of  god,  j?at  noman  may  a-schape.  as  lob  seij?  in  set  for  aii 

latyn  /  "  Breues  dies  homimH  ^uni  &c."     ForsoJ)C  ]»]iilosophoris  [No/.?.] 

1 


THE  NAMES  AND  QUALITIES  OF  QUINTE  ESSENCE. 


[Book  I. 


Tlie  i)urest 
substanct'  of 
corruptible 
things  is 
Quinte  Es- 
sence or  mail's 
heaven. 

[*  Fol.  10&.] 

Quinte  Es- 
sence is  in- 
corruptible as 
to  the  four 
qualities  of 
man's  body, 


but  not  as 
the  heaven 
of  God. 


It  is  called, 
1.  Burning 
Water;  2.  the 
Soul  in  the 
spirit  of  Wine; 
.3.  Water  of 
Life ;  and  if 
you  wish  to 
conceal  it, 
Quinte  Es- 
sence. 

It  is  neither 
moist  and  cold 
like  water, 

nor  hot  and 
moist  like  air, 


nor  cold  and 
dry  like  earth, 
nor  hot  and 
drv  like  fire. 


It  gives  in. 
corruptibility, 

[*Fol.  11.] 
for  it  prevents 
dead  flesh 
from  rotting, 

and  much 
more  the  liv- 
ing flesh  of 
man.     It  is 
Man's  Hea- 
ven, 


clepen  ])e  purest  substaiuice  of  manye  corruptible  jjingis  elemen- 
tid.  quinta  essencia.  |>at  is  to  seie,  mannys  heuene,  cirawe  out 
by  craft  of  mani.  for  win.  as  quinta  essencia  superior,  jjat  is, 
heuene  of  oure  lord  god,  in  reward  of  jje  .iiij  elementis,  is 
yncorruptible  and  vncliau?igeable  /  ri3t  so  *qmnta  essencia  su- 
perior inferior,  jjat  is  to  seie,  ma?inys  heuene,  is  incorruptible, 
in  reward  of  ]?e  .4.  quaiitees  of  mannys  body,  and  so  it  is 
preued  naturaly  j>at  oure  quinta  essencia,  )?at  is,  mannes  heuene, 
in  it-silf^  is  incorruptible,  and  so  it  is  not  hoot  and  drie  wij? 
fier  /  ne  coold  and  moist  wij)  watir  /  lie  hoot  and  moist  with  eyr. 
ne  coold  and  drie  wi|>  er|je.  but  oure  quintsi  essencia  avayli|?  to 
]>e  contrctrie  as  heuene  incorruptible  /  But  vndirstonde  ]>at  oure 
q?t*[n]ta  essencisi  is  nou3t  so  incorruptible  as  is  heuene  of  oure 
lord  god.  but  it  is  incorruptible  in  reward  of  composiciomi 
maad  of  \>e  .4.  elementis.  and  it  hath  .iij.  names  by  the  philoso- 
phoris.  )>at  is  to  seie  /  bre?inynge  watir  /  J)e  soule  in  ]>e  spirit  of 
wyn,  and  wsitir  of  lijf  /  But  whanne  ^e  wole  concelle  it.  \>a.7ine 
schal  56  clepe  it  oure  qtimta  essencm.  for  J)is  name,  and  ]>e 
nature  jjerof,  ri3t  fewe  philosophoris  wolde  schewe  /  but  sikurly 
]>ei  biriede  |?e  tru|)e  with  hem.  and  witij)  weel  ])at  it  is  clepid 
brennynge  watir.  and  it  is  no  hvennjng  watir.  forwhi.  it  is  not 
moist  ne  coold  as  comou?^  watir.  for  it  breniie]?,  and  so  doi|>  not 
comyn  watir.  ne  it  is  nat  hoot  and  moist  as  eir.  for  eir  cor- 
ru?7q)i|>  a  ]>mg  a-noon,  as  it  schewij)  weel  by  generac?oiui  of  flies, 
and  areins,  and  siche  o|>ere.  but  sikirly})is  is  alwey  incorruptible, 
if  it  be  kept  cloos  fro  fli3t/  Also  it  is  not  coold  and  drie  as  er]>e. 
for  souereynly  it  worchi|>  and  chaungij?.  And  it  is  not  hoot  and 
drie  as  fier,  as  it  schewi}?  by  experience,  for  hoot  jjingis  it  kelij). 
and  hoot  sijknessis  it  doi]?  awey  /  Also  ]>at  it  ^eue})  incorruptibi- 
lite,  and  kepij)  a  ])hig  fro  corruptibilite  *  and  rotynge,  it  is  preued 
]>us  I  Forwhi.  what  pece  of  fleisch,  fisch,  or  deed  brid,  be  putt 
])erinnQ.  it  schal  not  coiTu[ni]pe  ne  rote  whilis  it  is  |je?*i?me/ 
miche  more  jjanne  it  wole  kepe  quyk  fleisch  of  mannys  body 
from  al  mane?*e  corruptibilite  and  rotynge  /  This  is  oure  q?<^inta 
essencia.  ]?at  is  to  seie,  mannys  heuene,  ])nt  god  made  to  j)e  con- 


1  [MS.  siff.] 


Book  I.]  THK  NATURE  AND  WORKING  OP  qUINTE  ESSENCE.  3 

seruaciomz  of  j)e  .4.  q^talitees  of  mannys  body,  ri^t  as  he  made   preserving 

I'l  •  f»i  11/Ai'  i»  ^'*  body  a3 

his  heuene  to  \>e  conseruac^ou;^  of  al  be  world  /    And  wite  56  for   Heaven  does 

,  the  world. 

certeyn  Jjat  manye  philosophoris  and  lechis  ]>at  ben  now,  knowe  Many  know  it 
nou^t  |;is  qin'nta  e^sencia,  ne  J>e  tru]?e  j?erof  /   Forwhi ;  god  wole  their  covet- 
not  ])«t   jjei  knowe  it.  for  her  greet  bre/^nynge   coueitise  amd  vice, 
vicious  lyuynge/  Forsojje  qwmta  essencia  supe^nor.  ]>at  is  to  seie,  But  as  God's 

1  c  11  ii-i'  -ir-ti  Heaven  is 

heuene  oi  oure  lord  god  bi  Inm  silt.  /  Aloone  /  5eue]>  not  conser-   aided  by  sun 

T    n   1     •     n  1  1  ^"'^  stars,  so 

uacioun  111  pe  world,  and  wondirful  lunuence.  but  by  ]>e  vertue   our  Heaven, 

.or  Quinte 

af   be   su?^ne.   planetis,   and   obere  sterris.    ri3t   so  oure   qttinta  Essence,  is 

made  fair  by 

e55encia,  bat  is,  inannys  heuene,  wole  be  maad  fair  wib  be  su?uie   the  sun  mine- 
ral, or  pure 
mineralle,  fynyd,  schynynge,  incorruptibile :  and  euene  in  qualite  gold  of  the 

^  ^  ^  _      _  mine,  not  of 

})at  fier  may  not  appeire,  corrumpe,  ne  distroie.  and  ]?is  is  verry  alchemy, 
gold  of  ^e  myn.  of  \>e  er]>e.  or  of  ]>e  floodis  gaderid  /  for  gold  of  [No<a.] 
alkamy  maad  with  corosyues  distroie]?  kynde.    as  aristotle  and 

manye  o])ere  philosophoris  prouen  /  and  J>erfore  good  gold  na-  Good  natural 

turel,  mid  of  be  myn  of  be  erbe,  is  clepid  of  ])\iilosoj)ho7'is  sol  in  Soi.  because 

1  c        1        •  p  1  Ti  •        Sol  the  planet 

latyn.  for  he  is  be  sonne  of  oure  heuene.  lich  as  sol  be  planet  is   gives  gold  its 

^  c  •         ^  •       •      1  power,  co- 

in J)e  heuene  aboue.  for  Jjis  planete  ^euej)  to  gold  his  influence,   lour,  &c. 

nature,  colo-w^r,  and  a  substaunce  incorruptible.    And  oure  qmnta   Our  Quinte 

•        r>  -i-  7  1  r>  1  Essence  is  the 

essencia,  mannys  heuene,  is  of  )?e  nature  "^and  ]?e  colour  of  heuene  /  [*  poi.  11&.] 

And  oure  sol,  ^at  is,  fyn  gold  of  ]>q  myne,  schal  make  it  fair,  ri3t  ven"gofd^^'^ 

as  sol  jje  planete  makij?  heuene  fair  /  and  so  |>ese  two  togidere  ™KJ'the*twi'^ ' 

ioyned  schal  3eue  influence  in  us.  and  Jjc  condiciou?is  of  heuene  ^/r'aVi"  pos-" 

and  of  heuenly  sonne  /  in  as  miche  as  it  is  possible  in  deedly  of'J'outh'.Tnd 

nature,  conseruac^ou?^  and  restorynge  of  nature  lost,  and  renew-  plenteousiy. 

ynge  of  5ong|je/  And  it  schal  ^eue  plenteuously  heel|>e.  and  so  it  AsAries.Tau- 

is  p7'eued  by  astronomy  aboue.  bat  sterris  bat  hab  influence  v])on  i"'"i  fi>wv 

*^  ''  ''  '  .  .  humours  from 

be  heed  and  be  necke  of  inaTi  /  as  be7^  be  sterris  of  aries.  taurus,   f'e  head  and 

'  *  /  r  .  >     breast,  and 

and  gemini,  ^eue?!  influence  syngulerly  vpoii  Gerai)i,gi*a  galieni  /     vsoux.'i 

.  .  '-  not  the  limbs 

And  J>e?'fore  it  haj?  a  syngailer  strenkj^e   by  \q   ordynau?^ce   of   beneath,  so 

,  .  those  spices 

god  to  drawe  awcy  |>e  supe?'fluc  iminouris  fro  |>e  heed,  |?e  necke,   that  do  draw 

.  /      4  .  fr.iui  these 

and  be  brest,  and  not  fro  j)e  membris  bynebe  /   And  so  I  seie  of  iimbs  pet  their 

I>owei-  Ironi 

spicis  jjat  drawib  huniouris  fro   |)e  knees,  jie  leggis,  and  be  feet,    ('apr;corn, 

•Ste. 

|?at  resseyuen  a  synguler  influence   of  jjc   sten'is  of  Capricorn. 

Aciuarie  and  pisces,  and  ri^t  so  of  obere,  et  cetera  /  Comoumie   T*-'"  ""^  *''*^''*^ 

'  ^  '  ■>  I  '  I  divuie  secrets 

3e  not  |jis  book  of  deuyne  secretes  to  wickid   nwu   and  auerous.    to  wicked 


iiieri. 


4  THE   I**  WAY  TO  MAKE  QUINTE  ESSENCE.  [Book  I. 

To  make         but  kepc  ^e  it  in  pWuytee  /     Take  be  beste  wiyu  jjat  50  may 

Quinte  Es-  n        ^         -p.  ^  i» 

scnce.  fynde,  11  36  be  of  power,    and  if  56  be  ri^t  pore,    jjanne  take 

Take  the  best   corrupt  wivii,  hat  is,  rotyn,  of  a  watery  humour,  but  not  eorre, 

wine,  or  any  i  j     y   r  t  j     ^  j  o' 

not  sour;         j,^^  jg  sour,  for  J)e  qmnt  e^sencia  \eroi  is  naturaly  incorruptible, 
distil  it,  and     be  wliich  56  sclial   drawe   out  by  sublymaciouTi  /     And   banne 

the  4  Ele-  -^  -*         ^  J  J  .  . 

ments  shall  be   schal  her  leue  in  be  jn'ound  of  be  vessel  be  .4.  eleme?2tis,  as  it 

left  like  dregs.  '  .  .  .... 

Distil  7  times    Were,  rotuTi  fecis  of  wiyn  /    But  firste  ;e  muste  distille  bis  wiyn. 

to  get  Burn-  ^      '  ^  . 

ing  Water;       7.  tymes.  and  )>a?zne  haue  ^e  good  brer^nynge  watir  /  For8o}>e, 

[- Foi.  12.]     |>is  is  \>e  watri  mater  *fi'o  which  is  drawe  oure  qmnta  essencia/ 

put  this  in  a     Thaunc  mustc  5e  do  make  in  be  furneis  of  aischin,  a  distillatorie 

Distiller  in  a  ''  '  ' 

furnace,  and     of  fflas  al  hool  of  00.  pccc,  wib  an  hoolc  a-boue  in  be  heed  where 

let  the  vapour  °       ^  l  '        r  r 

rise, condense,    he  watir  schal  be  putt  yn.  and  be  take  out  /    And   bis  is  a 

and  be  dis-         '  1  ^  /  j 

tilled  till  it  is    woudirful  instrument  ]>at  jxxt  ]>mg  ]>at  by  vertues  of  fier  ascendith 
Quinte  Es-       and  distillitli  wibimie  be  vessel,  per  canales  brachiales.  bat  is,  by 

sence,  and  j  r  r  r  y      j 

thn^f  °™      pipis  lich  to  armys,  be  bore  a3en,  and  eftsoones  ascendith,  aoid 

ments.  gf^  dcsce^idi]?  contyuucly  day  and  ny3t  til  ]>e  brer^nynge  water 

heuenly  be  turned  into  qmntam  essencia??*  /     And  so  bi  con- 

tinuelle   ascenciouws   and  discenciou?^s.    )>e    q?*nita    e^sencia   is 

departid  fro   ]>e  corruptible  composiciouTi  of  ]>e  .  4 .  dementis. 

For  bifore  ]>at  J)ing  Jjat  is  twies  sublymed  is  more  glorified,  and 

is  more  sotil,  and  fer  fro7?i  ]>e  corru??^pc^'ou?^  of  ]>e  .4.  eleme7itis 

[No/a.]       more  separat  \>Sin  whanne  it  ascendith  but  oonys.  and  so  vnto 

Distil  it  1000    a  |>ousand  tymes.  so  ]>at  by  contynuel  ascendynge.  and  descend- 

and  it  shall  be  yngc  by  the  which  it  is  sublymed  to  so  myche  hi3nes  of  glorifi- 

glorified  and  .  •.         i     ^  •  i     i    i  t  •  mi 

become  a         caclou?^.  it  schal  comc  \>at  it  schal  be  a  medicyn  incorruptible 

medicine  in-         .  ip  /.i  /ai 

corruptible  as   aliiioost  as  hcucne  abouc,   and  01   be  nature  01  heuene  /     And 

heaven.  .  ,  m      •        i       •  i 

jjeriore  oure  quinta  es^encia  wor|>ily  is  clepid  mannys  heuene  / 
After  many      Aiid  aftir  maiiyc  dales  bat  it  hath  be  in  bis  sotil  vessel  of  glas 

days  unstop  . 

your  distiller,  distillid  /  36  schulcn  opcue  J>e  hoole  of  ]>e  vessel  in  ]>e  heed  ))at 
was  selid  with  |>e  seel  of  lute  of  wijsdom,  maad  of  ]>e  sotillest 
flour,  and  of  white  of  eyren,  and  of  moist  papere,  ymeyngid  so 

and  if  there      Jjat  no  ]?ing  respire  out/   And  whane  3e  opene  ]>e  hoole.  if  jjer 

iSSliGS  out  R 

heaven-sweet    comc  out  a  passyiigc  hcueiily  swete  flauour  ]>at  alle  me?^  ]>at 
[*Foi.  126.]     come  yn    naturely  *  drawe   be?-to.    banne   se   haue  oure  qidnta, 

have  our  ^  *  ^ 

Quinte  Es-      esseiicia  /  and  ellis  sele  be  vessel,  and  putte  it  to  be  fier  a^en 

sence.   If  not,       _  j  .  x  1  ^ 

distil  again         til    2e    haUC    it . 
till  you  have. 
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And   anojje?'   maner  worchinge   of    oure    qmnta   essencia   is  The  second 

1  •       /   m   1  T  1  •  "^"^'^  '^  make 

pis  /  lake  |?e  noblest  and  be  strengest  bre^^nynge  watir  ]>at  56  QuintcEs- 

,  .      .  sence. 

may  haue  distillid  out  of  pure  my3ty  wiyn.  and  putte  it  into  p^j^^ 

a  glas  clepid  amphorct,  with  a  long  necke  /  and  close  ]>e  mou]?  ^^.'^f,^^* 

strongly  wi])  wex  ;    And  loke  ])at  half  or  ]>e  |>ridde  part  be  fulle.  ,^n^!,^[jplJo^.a' 

and  birie  it  alin  hors  dou?2,ge,  preparate  as  it  is  seid  hereafter/  b^^frVVneck 

so  ]>at  ]>e  necke  of  ]?e  glas  be  turned  dou/zward,  and  j?e  botum  florse-Tung,'" 

be  turned  vpward.  Ipat  by  vertu  of  ])e  hors  dounge  ]>e  quints.  ii^inteEs- 

essencia  ascende  vp  to  J>e  botum.     And  ]>e  groste  of  |>e  mater  fntrthe  globe 

of  ]?e  watir  descende  dounward  to  ]>e  necke  /     And  aftir  manye  purities  settle 

dales,  whanne  ^e  take  it  out,  softly  lift  vp  })e  glas  as  it  stondith,  Taurthrgiass 

and  36  schal  se  in  ]?ickenes  and  cleernesse  a  difference  bitwene  ^mi^^*'^^ 

j?e  qmntam  essenciam  sublymed,  and  J>e  grose  mater  j^at  is  in  |>e 

necke  /  J>e  wondirful  maistry  of  departynge  of  ]>at  oon  fro  ]>at 

ojjer  is  j)is  /  Take  a  scharp  poyntel,  or  a  pricke  of  yren,  and  m'^^e  a  hole 

peerse  into  ]>e  wex  jjat  hongi})  in  Ipe  mou|?  of  Jje  glas  a5ens  J?e  seal, 

erjje  /  and  whawne  ^e  haue  peersid  al  fully  to  ]>e  watir.  take  out 

J)e  poyntel  or  |?e  pricke  /    And  ])at  er|)ely  watir  wole  first  come  let  out  the  im- 

out   ]>at  is  in  ]?e  necke  /    and   so  til  it  be  come  out  vnto  \)e  ^™ter, 

departinge  bitwixe  it  /  and  Ipe  qmnte  essence,  jxxt  is,  inannys 

heuene  sublymed.  and  whane  5e  se  bat  bis  qmnt  essence  wole  and  when  the 

''  .  .         -*  .  .  QuuiteEs- 

remie  and  melte  aftir  bat  bis  erbely  watir  be  voydid.  putte  banne  sence  would 

swiftly  5oure  fyngir  to  |?e  hoole,  and  turne  vp  be  glas,  and  jjanne  turn  the  glass 

.  ,  .         .  up,  and  keep 

5e  haue  ]>eri7ine  oure  qttinte  essence,  *and  ]>e  erjjely  watir  wi])oute  [*foi.  13.] 

aside.     And  jjis  is  a  passywg  souereyn  pnuytee.  Essence. 

The  |)ridde  maner  is  \>at  ^e  take  a  greet  glas  clepid  amphora,  ^''^  "^"'^ 

and  seele  it  weel.  and  birie  it  weel  in  ]>e  wombe  of  an  hors  al  p,it  %^-  am- 

togidere.  and  )>e  purete  of  |)e  qmnte  essencie  schal  be  sublymed  horsT's  beiiy 

aboue,  and  ]>e  gToste  schal  abide  bynejje  in  \>e  botme  /  take  out  dung,  and 

softli  jjat  ]>at  fleti)?  a-bouc.  and  ]?at  j?at  lecue)?  bihynde,  putte  it  above. 

to  jje  fier.  

The  ,iiij.  maner  is  ))is.  take  what  vessel  of  glas  \>at  ^e  wole,  mw/ 

or  of  erbe  strongfly  tiflasid,  and   ber  vpon   a  round  foot  of  elas  Substitute  for 

'  &  J     ir>  ^  r  1  &  theauiphoia 

Avib  a  Icjif.  and  seele  be  vessel  with  his   couertoztr,  bat  be  rod  n/essei  of 

'  "  '  'II  glass  or  oarlli, 

of  |>e  foot  of  \>e  glas  wi|)i?me  \)e  vessel  honge  in   |)C  eyr.  Jjat  ))at  ^^'">»<»|5^ 

bw^  hat  asce?idith  to  be  couertour  in  1)C  maner  of  a  pott  boilvniro  !'"'  ''.'P"'"\ 

Tor  r  I  1  »'     O  h.-mcniRui  the 

air,  into  which 
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[Book  I. 


the  vapour 
may  fall  and 
condeiise. 

The  fifth  way. 

Distil  your 
Burning 
AVater  ten 
times. 

To  make  fire 
without  fire, 
and  Qiiinte 
Essence  with- 
out cost  or 
trouble. 

Put  horse- 
dung  into  a 
vessel  or  pit 
lined  with 
ashes,  and 
place  your 
vessel  in  it  up 
to  the  middle. 
The  cold  top 
part  will  con- 
dense the  va- 
pour caused 

[*rol.].3?^.] 

by  the  heat  of 
the  dung. 


Or,  place  your 

vessel  in  the 
sun's  rays. 


How  poor 
evangelic  men 
may  yet  the 
gracious  in- 
fluence of 
gold. 

Borrow  a  Flo- 
rence florin  of 
a  rich  friend, 
anneal  [?heat] 
it  on  a  plate 
of  iron,  and 
throw  it  into 
some  Burning 
Water,  taking 
care  to  quench 
the  fire  quick- 
ly to  prevent 
the  Water 
wasting. 

Repeat  this 
50  times 


in  fresh 
Water,  and 
then  mix  all 
the  Waters 
together. 
The  Water 
draws  out  all 


descende  doun  a^en  by  ))e  foot  of  jie  glas.  and  this  instrument 
may  56  do  make  wij>oute  greet  cost  /  The  fif})e  maner  is  ])at  J)e 
brennynge  water  be  .10  tymes  distillid  in  hors  dounge  con- 
tynuely  digest. 

The  scie7^ce  of  makynge  of  fier  wijjoute  fier  /  wherby  30 
may  make  oure  qmnte  essence  wijjoute  cost  or  traueile.  and 
witAoute  occupaciou^  and  lesynge  of  tyme  /  Take  jje  beste  horse 
dounge  jjat  may  be  had  ]?at  is  weel  digest,  and  putte  it  wijjine 
a  ucssel,  or  ellis  a  pitt  maad  wij?  J>e  er])e  anoyntid  jjoru^out  wit/i 
past  maad  of  aischin.  And  in  J)is  vessel  or  pitt  bete  weel  togidere 
])e  douwge.  And  \n  ]>e  myddil  of  })is  dou?ig  sette  ]>e  vessel  of 
distillac{ou?i  vwto  jje  myddis  or  more  /  For  it  is  nede  |>«t  al  )>e 
heed  of  ]>e  vessel  be  in  jje  coold  eir  /  )>at.  ]?at  \mg  jjat  bi  xertw 
of  ]?e  fier  of  jje  dou?«g  jjat  ascendith  ^perhy  be  turned  into  watir 
*by  vertM  of  cooldnes  of  ])e  eir  and  falle  doun  a^en  and  ascende 
vp  a3en.  and  ]>us  3e  haue  fier  wi]>oute  fier,  and  but  wiJ)  litil 
traueile. 

Also  anojjer  maner  of  fier.  sette  3oure  vessel  forseid  to  ]>e 
strong  reuerberaciouM  of  |)e  sunne  in  somer  tyme,  and  lete  it 
stonde  ]?ere  ny3t  and  day. 

Here  I  wole  teche  30U  how  pore  eua/igelik  men  may  haue 
wi])Oute  cost,  and  almoost  for  nou3t,  j>e  gracious  influence  of 
gold,  and  ]?e  maner  of  }>e  fixynge  of  it  in  oure  heuene,  |)at  is, 
oure  q?unta  essencia.  if  3e  be  pore.  3e  schal  pme  a  riche  man 
]>at  is  "SfOure  freend  to  leene  30U  a  good  floreyn  of  florence  /  and 
anele  it  vpon  a  plate  of  yren  as  yren  is  anelid.  and  haue  biside 
30U  a  uessel  of  erj)e  glasid,  fillid  ful  of  the  beste  brennynge  watir 
]?at  3e  may  fynde.  and  caste  into  j)e  watir  |)e  floreyn  anelid,  and 
loke  J>at  3e  haue  a  sotilte  and  a  slei3]>e  to  quenche  sodeynly  ])e 
fier,  ]jat  }>e  watir  waaste  not.  and  be  weel  war  ]?at  no?*  yren  touche 
\>e  watir.  but  af[t]er  caste  into  ]>e  watir  jje  floreyn,  and  do  so  .1. 
tymes  or  more,  for  |>e  oftere  j>e  bettere  it  is  /  And  if  30  se  ]>at  ]>e 
watir  waaste  to  myche,  chaunge  it  jjanne,  and  take  newe,  and  do 
so  ofte  tymes.  and  whanne  3e  haue  do  3oure  quenchour,  putte 
alle  |)e  watWs  togidere  /  And  3e  schulen  vndirstonde  J)at  ]>e 
vertu  of  brennynge  watir  is  sich  )?at  naturely  it  drawij?  out  of 
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gold  alle  be  vertues  and  propirtees  of  it,  and  it  holdib  incor-   tiie  properties 

,    ,  ^  ,  .  of  the  gold. 

rumptibiletee  and  an  euene  heete.  *|janne  meynge  ])is  brennynge     [*foi.  i4.] 

,.      ,  Mi'  1        •,  -J  1  •  1       ^      1.  ^  Mix  the  gilt 

watir  Jjus  giltid  wij?  oure  qwinte  essence,  and  vse  it.   but  be  war  numintj 

1  n  '  •  /•        1  Water  with 

pat  3e  quenche  not  |)e  noreyn  in  oure  qitinte  essence,   lor  j)anne   Quinte  Es- 

S6nC6 

it  were  lost/  And  if  it  so  be  jjat  36  haue  not  jjis  brennynge  watir  You  may  sub- 

-,  ,  f.  .  ,  i';',i     stitute  for 

recly.  panne  que^iche  ^oure  noreyn  in  ]?e  beste  wlii5t  wiyn  pat   Huming 
may  be  had  /    For  sikirly  J>e  philosophore  seij?.  |>at  wiyn  hath   white  wine. 

,  .  .       .  .     f.  -K  L  e    ^^'"c''  ■'•'^•^  re- 

also  pe  propirtee  to  restreyne  m  it  ])e  mnuence   and  virtues  ot  tains  the 

,.  ii-  powers  of 

gold  /   And  wlianne  3e  haue  do  30wre  werk.  36  schal  wite  jjat  j>e  gold. 
floreyn  is  a]s  good,  and  almoost  of  jje  same  wei3te,  as  it  was 

afore  /  ]?erfore  vse  wiyn  or  bre^inynge  watir  giltid,  so  \ai  5e  may  This  gilt 

be  hool,  and  wexe  glad,  and  be  5ong.     And  |>us  5e  haue  oure  make  you  weii 

heuene,  and  ])e  sunne  in  him  fixid,  to  Jje  conserllac^ou7^  of  mannys  again,    in  it 

.  .  .  you  have  the 

nature    and    nxaciou^i   ot    owre    heuene.    brtt    is,    oure    qztinte  sun  fixed  in 

our  Heaven. 

essence. 

The  scie>ice  how  ^e  schule  gilde  more  my3tily  by  brennynge  How  to  gild 

Burning 

watir  or  wiyn   ban  I  tarqte    30U    tofore,  wherby   be   water  or    Water  or 

Wine  more 

Jje  wiyn  schal  take  to  it  my3tily  jje  influence  and  ]>e  vertues  thoroughly. 
of  fyne  gold. 

Take  be  calx   of  i\n  e^old  as  it  is  declarid  here-aftir  in  bis   Heat  calcined 

'  ...  .  gold  in  a  silver 

book,  and  putte  it  in  a  siluer  spone,  and  ancle    it  at   be  tier,   spoon  and  put 

^  ^  '      ^  '  it  in  Hurning 

and  bawne   caste   be   cals  of  the   ofold   in   be  brennynjxe  watir.   water  or 

^    ^  ^  *  ^  -^     °  wuie . '50  times, 

or  in  wiyn  .1.  tymes,  as  I  tau3te  30U  tofore  wi|)  ]?e  floreyn.    and  ^  ^y'^'^  the 

30  schule  haue  30ure  licour  by  an  hu>idrid  T^art  bettir  gilt  )?an  36  J.'J"'"  "ji"'^'' 

had  tofore  wijj  ]?e  floreyn  /    Forwhi.  fier  worchi|>  more  strongly  f|I[,'"y^'i^^''*^ 

and  bettere  *in  sotil  parties  ])an  it  doi]?  in  an  hool  plate  /     And  ^^* ^JJl;,.].^''-' 

also  bre?inynge  watir  or  wiyn  drawij)  out   more   my3tily  bi  a  f,|*i7\^o]"t^]^J' 

|)ousand  part  |)e  propirtees  of  gold  fro  smale  parties  anelid  jjan  fi",!l',''o,','^'^"'*^ 

it  doi])  fro  a  jjicke  plate  /    And  3e  schal  vndirstonde  j^at  wiyn  ^'!'.**^* 

not  aloonly  holdib  in  it  be  p?'opirtccs  of  o-old.  but  myche  more  the  properties 

J>e  proi)irtees  of  allc  lifpiibles  if  jjci  ])e  (jueuchid  |>en7ine.   and  j^at  !i"'^"^'''t'<' in 

is  a  souereyn  priuite.    Forwhi,  if  36  quenche  saturne  li(piified  ifsatumdead) 

liciuefied  be 

in  Wiyn  or  in  comouTi  watir  .7,  tymes.  and  aftirward  in  bat  wiyn   quenched  in 

wine,  and 

or  watir  2e  quenche  mars  manye  tymes.   ba/aie  mars  schal  take   thenAiarsiironi 

^       \  J        J  y  be  quenched 

algate  be  neischede  and  be  softncs  of  saturne  /    And   be  same   '"  't.  Mars  ac- 

'  '  '  quires  tlie 

schal    venus    do,    and    allc    obere    liquibles  /   or   ellis.  And   :c   '^'^f^ncss  of 

'  ^  '  ^       Saturn. 


8  TO  MAKE  FIRE  WITH  NO  FIKE.      TO  CALCINE  GOLD.  [Hook  I. 

Again,  quenclie  mars  in  whi3t  wiyn  or  in  comou7^  vvatir  raanye  tymes. 

if  you  quench  t      r  •  ^   •  •  •  ^•        'n     ^ 

Mars  in  wine    and  aitirwarcl  in  J)e  same  wiyn  or  watir  ^e  caste  saturne  hq^unea 

and  put  in  it  . 

Saturn  liquu-   ofte  tymes.  bannc  wiboute  doute  3e  sclial  fynde  bat  be  saturne 

fied,  tliis  will      ... 

be  made  hard.  IS  iiiaad  ri^t  hard  /  Tlierfore  ]>e  propirtees  of  alle  liquibles  may 
he  brou5t  into  wiyn  or  watir.  but  myche  more  my^tily  into 
brennynge  watir  good  and  precious. 

To  make  fire         The   scleuce  to   make  a  fier.    bat  is  wiboute   cole,  yvithoute 

without  coals,  _  '  ' 

lime,  ii(]hf,^c.  lyme.  wi|)oute  H^t.  worchinge  a3ens  al  maner  scharpnes  or 
acciou/i  of  visible  fier.  ri3t  as  worchi]?  ])e  fier  of  helle  /  And 
jjis  pHuytee  is  so  vertuous  ]j«t  jje  ve?'tu  J^erof  may  not  al  be 

Mix  equal        dcclarid.     And  bus  it  is  maad.     Take  ]\Iercurie  bat  is  sublymed 

parts  of  sub-  *  ' 

,.L*  ^'"'•'p]     with  vitriol,  ^and  comen  salt,  and  sal  armoniac  .7.  or  .10.  tymes 

Innated  Mer-  '  '' 

cury  Salt, and   sublyiiicd  /  and  mcyuge  hem  togidere  by  euene  porctou7i.   and 
niac.  nrrynde  it  smal.  and  leye  it  abrood  vpon  a  marbil  stoon,    and  by 

gruid  them         °  •'  J  i  J 

small,  expose    nyste  scttc  it  \n  a  soft  cleer  eir,  or  ellis  in  a  coold  seler.  and  bere 

them  to  the  -  -*  '  ^ 

?,"■'  ","*\  it  wole  turne  into  watir  /   And  banne  gadere  it  togidere  '\n  to 

they  11  turn  I  y  in  e> 

into  water,       ^  strong  vcsscl  of  glas,  and  kepe  it  /    This  water  forsojje  is  so 
a  drop  of         stronof.  bat  if  a  litil  drope  be^'of  falle  vpon  5oure  bond,  anoon  it 

which  will  eat  .  . 

thro'  your        wolc  percc  it  boru2  out.  and  \n  be  same  maner  it  wole  do  if  it 

hand,  and  v  \         j  j 

make  Venus     f^He  vpou  a  plate  of  vcuus  or  lubitcr  into  bis  watir,  it  turneb 

(copper)  or  *  •■■  *  ' 

lii-T*^^'^  f '"^    ^^^^^  ^^^^^  lijknes  of  peerl.  who  so  coiide  reparale  and  p?'eparate 
If  it  could  be    kyiidcly  bis  fier,  wiboute  doute  it  wolde  que?iche  anoon  a  bren- 

moderated  it         "^  -^    ^  ^  ^ 

would  cure      nyno'c  sijknes  clepid  be  fier  of  helle.     And  also  it  wolde  heele 

the  disease  j     n  ^  i  r 

Hell  tire,  and  euery  corToslif  siiknesse.     And  manye  philosoplioris  clepib  bis 

every  corro-  ^ljj  ^       i  i  iij 

sive  sickness,    ^ing  ill  her  bookis  sal  aniarus.  al  )>ou5  ]?ei  teche  not  ]>e  maistrie 

It  IS  RiSO 

called  '  Sal       Jjerof  /   If  it  be  so  jj^t  ]>is  firy  watir  breke  |?e  glas  and  re?aie  out 
into  ]>e  aischen.  ])anne  gadere  alle  togidere  ]>at  ^e  fynde  pastid  in 
J>e  aischen  /  and  leye  it  vpon  a  marbil  stoon  as  afore,  and  it  wole 
—         turne  into  watir.     And  bis  is  a  srreet  prmytee. 

To  calcine  ,  j  o  i         ^ 

gold. The  scie?zce  to  brynge  gold  into  calx  /    Take  fyn  gold  and 

make  it  into  smal  lymayl.  take  a  crusible  wi]?  a  good  (\ua\i- 
titee  of  Mercurie,  and  sette  it  to  a  litil  fier  so  jjat  it  vapoure 
ETt^'nd  it  iiotj  and  putte  ^per\nne  \\  lymail  of  gold,  and  stire  it  weel  togi- 
'['"fok'SJo  ^^^^^  I  ^^^^^  aftirward  'Svijji^ine  a  litil  tyme  ^e  schal  se  al  ]>e  gold 
ITom-!^"^*  ^'^'^  wij^imie  |>e  Mercurie  turned  into  er|?e  as  sotil  as  flour.  ))a>me 
ti'iuhJme"?    3eue  it  a  good  fier  ]?at  j)e  Mercurze  arise  and  go  his  wey,  or  ellis 

cury  goes  his 
way ; 


Cut  gold  into 
shavings ;  put 
it  into  a  cru- 
cible with 
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and  56  wole  30  may  distille  and  gadere  it,  puttynge  J>er-vpon  a  or  distil  it. 

lembike/  and  in  )?e  corusible  56  schal  fynde  ]>e  gold  calcyned  and  powder  win 

reducid  into  erbe  /   And  if  se  wole  not  make  lymayl  of  gold,  crucible. 

^     /  ^  -^         -^  .    .  A  thin  plate 

banne  make  berof  a  sotil  bimie  plate,  as  56  kan,  and  putte  wibmne  of  gold  wiii  do 

'  *  •         /       \      J  instead  of 

be  Mercuric  al  warm,    and  5e  sclial  haiie  ^oure  desier  /    And  shavings,  and 

I  _      ^  Silver  may  be 

in  Jiis  same  maner  56  may  worclie  wij?  siluir  /   Tlianne  take  )>e  treated  like 

calx  of  bese  two  bodies,  and  bere  hem  openly  wib  3011.  and  ]>er  To  carry 

these  powders 

scbal  noman  knowe  what  ]jei  ben  /   And  if  36  wole  bere  hem  about, 

more  prmyly  wi])Oiite  ony  knowynge,  |)anne  meynge  hem  wi|)  mix  them 

pich  melt,  or  wex,  or  ellis  gumme.  for  ]?anne  noman  schal  knowe  wax,  or  gum, 

it  what  it  is.     And  whanne  5e  wole  dissoliie  ony  of  bese  calces  melting  the 

-^  '  mass  when 

by  hem  silf.  putte  eijjir  by  hiw  silf  in  a  test,  or  ellis  ]>e  pich  or  you  want  the 
]>e  wex  in  wliicli  ]?ei  hen  ynue.  and  anoon  schal  come  out  verry 
gold  and  siluer  as  ]>ei  were  tofore. 

Now  I  wole  teclie   5ou   be    maistrie   of   departynge   of  gold  iiowtoseim. 

^  y  ^  1         ./     o  o  rate  gold  from 

fro  siiuir  whanne  bei  be  meyno:id  tog:idere  /     Forsobe  5e  woot  silver  when 

'  "^     ^  ®  /  ^       -^       ,      ,  mixed  with  it. 

weel   )>at   ]>eY  be   manye   werkis   in   ]>e  whiche  gold   and  siluir 
be   meyngid,  as    in   giltynge    of  vessel    and   lewellis  /  Jjerfore 

I  ,       ,  „  .  ■,  .  Put  the  mix- 

whanne  36  wole  drawe  ]?e  toon  iro  |>at  oJ)ir.  putte  al  |)at  mixture  ture  into  a 

,        „       .      .    ,  1        p         1  1  solution  of 

mto  a  strong  watir  maad  of  vitriol  and  01  sat  pet^'e.    and  J)e  vitriol  and 

saltpetre,  and 

*snuyr  wole  be  dissolued,  and  not  be  gold,    ba^ine  36  haue  bat     [*fo1.ig.] 

the  silver  will 

con  departid  fro  be  tobir  /    And  if  56  wole  dissolue  be  gold  to  be  dissolved. 

Corrosive 

watir.  putte  ba?ine  yn  be  watir  corosyue.  Sal  armomac.  and  bat  water  and  sai 

,  .  .  ammoniacwill 

"watir  wiboute  doute  wole  dissolue  gold  into  watir.  dissolve  the 

.  ...  sold. 

The  science  to   drawe   out  of  fyn  gold  v*^   essencia  is  |>is  /     [No^«.] 

First  3e  schal   reduce  gold  into  calx  as  I  tolde  30U  tofore/  oS'^/'JSrfyv*- 

J)anne  take  vynegre  distillid,  or  ellis  oold  vryne  depurid  fro  |>e  2"^"'^'  ^'''" 

fecis.  and  putte  it  in  a  uessel  glasid.  and  ]>e  liquor  schal  be  in  Putcaicimd 

]?e  hei3})e  of  4.  ynchis,  and  ]>erinne  caste  |>e  calx  of  gold,  and  tilled  vinegar 

.  .  1  •  1  1  or  jmrified 

sette  it  to  the  strong  sunne  in  somer  tyjne,  \>ere  to  abide  /  and  urine;  set  it 

-  .  -  .  f         1  1  '"  •''  ''Ot  sun; 

soone  attir  ^e  sclial  sc  as  it  were  a  lupior  01  oyle.  ascende  vp  a  nhn  win 

n  1  •  r         ^  c  1  soon  rise ; 

netynge  aboue  in  maner  of  a  skyn  or  of  a  rcme.  gadere  bat  awey  skim  it  or; 

•1  IT  r»  •      •  collect  all 

wij)  a  sotil  spone  or  ellis  a  fejjere.  and  ])utte  it  into  a  uessel  of  such  in  a 

.  ,  .  glass  vessel 

glas  in  ]>e  which  be  putt  watir  tofore.  and  ))us  gadere  it  manye  tiiinomore 

tymes  in  jje  day  into  )?c  tyme  ]>at  ]>er  ascende  nomore  /  and  aftir  Evaporate 

do  vapoure  awey  ]>e  watir  at  ]>e  ncr.     And  be  v^a  c^ssencia  af  ]>q  iift :  tiie  re- 

sidutuii 
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is  the  Quinte  gold  wole  abyde  bynebe.     And  manye  pliilosophoris  clepib  bis 

Essence  of  ,                          ... 

Gold.  quanta  esseucia  an  oile  incombustible,  ]>at  is  a  greet  pHuytee  / 

[1  then,  MS.  And  if  ^e  wole  fixe  ]>is  qitinta  essencia  in  ov/re  heuene,  ]>at^  it 

And  if  you  fix  may  wiboute  doute  restore  a^e^i  toman  b<xt  nature  bat  is  lost. 

this  Quinte  .                    . 

Essence  in  and  reduce  him  a^en  into  be  vertu  of  be  strenkbe  of  :jono;be.  and 

our  Iieaven,  ^                     '                            '                      t             j      of 

it  will  restore  also  lenk|)ib  his  lijf  into  be  laste  terme  of  lijf  set  of  god  //     Now 

'-*  ^ '!'",  ^^fV-  f*^^'*^^!'^  I  haue  toold  30U  }>e  souereynest  *prmytee  and  restorynge 

N  "w  \"  ^^  mannys  kynde.    and  in  part  greet  })ing  ]?at  scliulde  not  be 

told  tiHs^ra  St  ^^^^®^^i^  /    Forvvhi.  J)is  oyle.  ])at  is  to  seie  qtunta  essencia  of  gold 

crir  whki?  hixth.  J)e  mooste  swetnes  and  vertu  to  a-swage  and  putte  awei  ))e 

shewed""*  ^'^  ^^^^®  ^^  wouudis.    and  for  to  heele  woundis,  oolde   sooris,  and 

Eimuje'cir  i"anye  wondirful  yuelis  /     Also  in  |)e  same  nianer  36  may  drawe 

heal  womids."  ^^*  "f  siluir  qtfcintc  essencie  // 

Howlopet  The    science    to   drawe   out   of   antymony,    })at    is,   mercasite 

Essence  out  0/  of  Iccd,  jjc  v**^  csscncie,  is  a  souereyn  maistrie  and  a  pmiytee 

- — '  of    alle   pWuytees    /     Take    )>e    myn    of    antymony   aforesaid, 

antimoiiy  into  j^^j    make    bcrof    al    so    sotil    a    poudre    as    ■le   kan  /   banne 

distilled  vine-  >                                                       i                             j                         r 

tm  ti/'Tii '*  take   )?e   beste   vynegre  distillid,  and  putte   ]jeri>me   ))e   poudre 

gar  IS  red;  ^^f  antvmonye,   and  lete  it   stonde   in  a  elas  vpon  a  litil   fier 

ta  ie  away  tlie  j            j     ^                                                                       or 

aSdm'iTfresh-  "^^'^  l'^  tyuic  ]>£kt  jjc  vynegTC  bc  colourid  reed,  jjanne  take  ]>at 

juray*li?i*en  vyucgrc  awcy,  and  kepe  it  clene,  and  putte  a5en  J)er-to  of  o]>ere 

red  vinegar'^^  vyucgre  distillid,  and  lete  it  stonde  vpon  a  soft  fier  til  it  be 

tinei?and  colourid  rccd.  and  so  do  ofte  tymes.  and  whanne  36  haue  gaderid 

blessed  wine  ^1  3o?/re  vyucgre  colourid.  putte  it  Jjanne  in  a  distillatorie.   and 

downThe^  first  |>e  vynegTc  wole  ascende.  |>anne  after  36  schal  se  raerueilis. 

E";'itVan  for  36   schal   sc   as   it  wore  a  jjousand  dropis  of  blessid  wiyn 

incomparable  -,.             ■,        ,             .                              r«             ^      i          •                -j.                   iiii 

treasure.  discciide  doun  m   maner  oi   recti  dropis,  as  it  were   blotxl,  by 

]>e  pipe  of  ])e  lymbike  /  ]>e  which  \icour  gadere  togidere  in  a 

rotu;>ibe  /  and  ]?anne  36  haue  a  J>ing  j:at  al  \>e  tresour  of  ]>e  world 

[No<a.]  ny^^j  i^Qi  |3e  [yy  comparisou?^  of  worj^ines  ]>erto  /  aristode  sei]?  ]>at 

[*Foi.  17.]  it  is  his  lede  in  j^e  book  of  secretis.  al  )jou3  he  *telle  not  ]>e  name 

It  cji^es  uie  of  ]?e  antymonye  aforseid  /    ForsoJ)e  ])is  doi])  awey  ache  of  alle 

wounds,  woundis,  and  wondirfuUy  heeli|>.    )>e  ve?'tu  jjerof  is  incorruptible 

and  when  fer,  f^^^i  nierueiloits  i)rofitable  /  it  nedit  to  be  putrified  in  a  rotombe 

men  ted  it  ^                                                              '■ 

slcrets^"^^**  and  seelid  i^i  fyme.  and  ])anne  it  worchi]?  gi-eet  prmytees  /    For- 
so]je  J)e  v^^  essencia  of  ))is  antymony  ]?at  is  reed,  in  J)e  which  is 


it     Mnn  A  f.^.    ^ 
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))€  secreet  of  alie  secretis,  is  swettere  ])an  oiiy  lioiiy  or  sugie  oi* 
ony  o]?ir  J^ing. 

The  science  in  be  extraccioun  of  be  .5^  essencie  from  blood,   ffowtorei 

'  '  ^        its  Quinte 

and  fleisch,  and  ecrms  /    To  50u  I  seie  bat  in  eue/'V  elementid   Essence  from 

'  ^^^  ^        ^  '         ^  -^  Man's  Blood, 

j)ing    {?e  .5.   es^encie   remayne]?   incorriipte,   it    sclial    be    ]?anne         — 

)je   moost  \'\ng  of  merueyle   if  I  teche  50U   to   drawe   out  ]?at 

fro  mannys  blood  reserued  of  Barbouris  whanne  ]jei  lete  blood. 

also  fro  fleisch  of  alle  brute  beestis,  and  fro  alle  eggis,  and  oJ)ere 

suche  bino^is.  for  als  myche  as  mannes  blood  is  be  perfitist  werk   Man's  blood 

^        .  *'  ...  is  the  perfect - 

of  kynde  in  us,  as  to  be  encrees  of  bat  bat  is  lost,  it  is  certeyn  est  work  of 

*         '  ^  ^       nature  in  us, 

])at  nature  ]?at  .5  essence  maad  so  perfi3t  ^ai  wi]?oute  ony  o|?ir  and  its  Quinte 

greet  prep«7-acioun  wi]?oute  |)e  veynes,  it  berij?  for]?  |)at  blood  yerts  blood 
anoon  aftir  into  fleisch.  and  |?is  5  essence  is  so  ny^  kynde  |)at 

[it]  is  moost  to  haue^  /  Forwliy.  in  it  is  merueylous  vertu  of  oure  and  works  di. 

vine  miracles 

heuene  sterrid,  and  to  be  cure  of  nature  of  man  worchib  moost  of  healing. 

'  Get  from  bar- 

deu^Ti  myraclis,  as  wi]>i7ine  I  schal  teche  30U  /  jjerfore  resceyue  bersthebkx 
of  Barbouris  of  5ong  sangueyn  men,  or  colerik  men,  wha^ine  |)ei  guinemen; 
be  late  blood,  be  which  vse  Si:ood  wynes.  take  bat  blood  aftir  bat  pour  off  the 

*  o  ./  J  J  serum ;  mix 

it  ha]>  reste,  and  cast  awey  ]je  watir  fro  it,  and  braie  it  wij)  ])e  the  biood  with 

.10.  part  of  corneal  salt  preparate  to  medicyns  of  men.  and  putte  '^[f/'fJ7,'/.,ll'^' 

it  into  a  uessel  of  glas  clepid  ampho?*a,  ]?e  which,  sotely  seele,  tV,"'/!,*'™ ' ,*,*;"' 

and  putte  it  wi]?iwne  jjc  *wombe  of  an  hors,  preparate  as  tofore,  '*r*"po/^i'76  1 

and   renewc   )?e   fyme   oonys   in  jje  wike,  or  more,  and   lete   it  |if3ti',eX,"' 

putrifie  til  al  jje  blood  be  turned  into  watir  /  and  it  schal  be  doon  Jlf^fj^'iJ^d"  '"^^ 

at  J)e  mooste  in  xxx.  or  xl  dayes,  or  aftir,  more  or  lasse  /  j)anne  Serl'dLii 

putte  it  in  a  lembike  and  distille  it  at  a  good  fier  /  what  so  euerc  ouJcmne'on''^ 

may  ascende,  putte  J)at  watir  vpon  ]?e  fecis  brayed,  mey^^gynge  feeev>iid<^i'i'^- 

vpon  a  marbil  stoon,  putte  it  a3en,  and  aftir  distille  it  a5en  '  "^®'"'*sa»'i- 
manye  tymes  rehersynge  /  And  whanne  3e  hauc  jjis  noble  |)ing 

of  blood,  |)erof  jje  5.  beynge  drawe  out  /  putte  a3en  Jje  watir  in  Heat  the 

.„.(..,.  Ml  •  water  in  the 

be  stillatorie  ot  clrculacl0U9^  til  3c  brynge  it  to  so  myche  swetnes  distiller  tin  it 

comes  to  a 

and  an  heuenly  sauour.  as  3c  didc  be  brennynge  watir.  and  bis  is  heavenivsi- 

vour.     This 

be  5  beynge  of  blood  deuyn,  and  miraclis  more  ban  man  mai    '''ft''  '^cing 

'  ^  ^  works  niira- 

bileue  but  if  he  se  it.  <ie'^ hardiv 

("rc<lilili'  un- 
.  '*'^^  seen. 

-^  5  for  fijth,  or  (/imifc. 

^  MS.  Hurl,  reads  'and  this  fil'tc  Itriiv'c  s<t  iii<dif  kitidc  it  is  most  (o  liaiir." 


)d 
.^an- 
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To  (jet  the 
Quinte  Es- 
sence out  of 
capons, beasts, 
eggs,  fyc. 

Grind  some  of 
them  with  Ji 
tentli  part  of 
prepared  salt; 
put  'em  into 
a  horse's  belly 
till  they  be- 
come water, 
and  distil  that 
till  it's  hea- 
ven-sweet. 


To  draw  the 
Fifth  Being 
out  of  each 
of  the  Four 
Elements,  and 
to  separate 
them. 


[*  Fol.  18.] 

Take  any 
thing  rotted 
and  turned 
into  wiiter,  as 
man's  blood  ; 
put  it  in  a 
glass  distiller, 
and  distil  it 
over  into  an 
amphora. 


When  no 
more  vapour 
rises,  you  have 
drawn  out  the 
water. 

Put  the  other 
3  elements 
for  7  days 
into  the  same 
bath, 

then  into  a 
coal  fire,  ard 
the  water 
shall  rise  as 
oil  shining 
like  gold. 


the  air  re- 
maining at 
the  bottom 
like  oil  of 
gold.  Put 
these  aside. 


Now  wole  I  teclie  3011  to  drawe  out  )?e  .5  beynge  from 
capouns,  hermes,  and  al  maner  fleisch  of  Brut  beestis,  and 
from  al  maner  eggis  of  foulis  |>at  ben  holsum  and  medicyn- 
able  to  ete  for  man  kynde  /  Grynde  summe  of  |)ese  jjingis 
forseid,  which  J>at  ^e  wil,  as  strongly  as  ^e  can  in  a  morter,  wij) 
]^e  10  \uirt  of  \\\in  of  sal  comen  preparate  to  ]?e  medicyne  of 
\\\Qn,  as  1  seide  tofore.  putte  it  in  |)e  wombe  of  an  hors  til  it  be 
turned  into  water,  distille  as  it  is  aforeseid,  and  in  |)e  stillatorie 
of  circulaciouw  ]>e  watir  ])at  is  distillid.  putte  it  in  a3en  til  it  be 
brou3t  to  ]je  swete  lieuenly  sauour  and  smel  aforeseid  / 

The  science  to  drawe  out  j^e  5  beynge  of  euerych  of  j?e  .4 
elemeutis  and  to  schewe  euerych  of  J)e  forseid  J>iiig  bi  he//i 
silf,  and  J)at  is  ri^t  merueylous  /  I  wole  not  leue  for  a  litil  to 
schewe  a  greet  secreet,  how  3e  may  drawe  out  })e  5  beynge  of 
ech  of  |)e  4  dementis  of  al  j)e  jjing  rehersid  afore,  and  profitably 
schewe  hem  /  And  jie  maner  ys  *J)is  /  take  ]?rtt  })iiig  putrified 
and  brou3t  into  watir.  what  so  euere  3e  wole,  as  I  tau3te  30U 
tofore.  and  Jjat  ])ing  be  mannes  blood  brou3t  into  watir,  of  |>e 
which  56  wole  drawe  out  ]?e  4  elementis  /  putte  J?e?'fore  |>at 
water,  or  ])at  blood  putrified,  in  a  stillatorie  of  glas,  and  sette 
it  wi]>i?ine  a  pott  of  watir,  and  3euc  vndirnejje  a  fier  til  )>e  watir 
of  blood  be  distillid  by  |?e  pipe  of  ]?e  lembike  into  a  glas  clepid 
amphorci,  ri3t  clene  /  And  whanne  no  ))ing  may  more  by  ])at  fier 
ascende,  for  certeyn  3e  liaue  of  blood  drawen  out  al  oonly  ]?e 
element  of  watir  /  Forwlii.  fier  of  ]?at  bath  hath  no  strenkjje  to 
sublyme  eyr,  or  fier,  or  erjje.  and  so  [take]  ]?o  jjre  elementis,  and 
sette  in  Jje  same  bath  by  .vij.  dayes  )>at  |)ei  be  weel  meyngid,  and 
so  cloos  \>at  no  j^ing  be  distillid  /  aftir  ])e  .vij.  dayes  take  J>e 
stillatorie,  and  putte  it  to  j?e  fier  of  aischen,  j>at  is  strongere  j)a?^ 
fier  of  bath  clepid  marien.  and  |?e  watir  schal  ascende  in  foorme 
of  oyle  schynynge  as  gold  /  and  aftirward  ]?a.t  no  ])ing  more  schal 
ascende,  36  haue  jjanne  in  J)e  ampulle  .ij.  elementis,  |>at  is  to  seie, 
watir  and  eyr.  and  oon  from  anojjir  3e  schal  depa?'te  in  jje  bath, 
puttynge  yn  a3en  wher  al  oonly  ]?e  cleer  watir  schal  ascende  / 
and  ]>e  eyr  schal  al  oonly  remayne  in  jje  botu/M  of  |>e  vessel  in 
lijkncsse  of  oyle  of  gold.   })C  which  oyle  ]jat  is  gold.  |>c  wliich  oyle 
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\>'dt  is  ayr  /  putte  it  aside.  |?anne  ])er  leeiiej)  3itt  fier  wi|)  er|)e  ;  To  separate 

,  .  .  fire  from  tlie 

to  departe  fier  from  erbe.  putte  be  element  ot  watir,  bat  is  to  earth,  put  4 

....  .  . .      ,    .  ''js.  of  w  ater 

seye  .luj  lb  of  watir.  vpon  j  lb  af  mater  /  and  putte  by  .vij.  daies  on  i  ib.  of 

eartli ;  place 

tx)  encorpere  wel  as  tofore  in  be  bath  of  marien  /     Aftirward  it  in  tiie  Ma- 
rian bath  for 

putte  it  to  be  fier  of  flawme  rist  strong,  and  be  reed  water  schal  /(lays;  then 

*^  ^       ^  ^  .  .  i"  liot  flames; 

ascende.  be  which  o-adere  to^-idere  as  lonfje  as  ony  *bino^  ascendib.     [*Fo1.  ib&.] 

'^  ^  *  o     ^  J      1      o  ^  ^  red  water 

and  to  50U  schal  remayne  an  erbe  ri:jt  blak  in  be  botum.  be  which  si'ai'  ascend 

gadere  togidere  aside /)?anne  |?e  redeste  watir  56  schal  take,  forwhy.  earth  fail. 

ber  be  .ii.  elemewtis.  bat  is  to  seie,  be  element  of  watir  and  fier.  water  into 

'  .  .  .  the  distiller; 

ba^ne  yn  be  stillatorie,  to  be  fier  of  bab,  cleer  watir  schal  asende.  pure  water 

Y  J       Y  '  r  .  .  shall  rise;  red 

and  in  be  botum  schal  remayne  be  reed  watir,  bat  is,  be  element  water,  or  fire, 

^  ''  Y  'Y^Y^  shall  remain ; 

of  fier.  and  so  5e  haue  now  first  oon  oyle,  bat  is,  ayer  o  side,  and  so  you  have 

^  J      '  r  '     J  '  the  4  Elements 

watir,  and  fier,  and  erjje.  and  note  ^e  weel  ])at  Jjerfore  |?e  element  separate. 

of  watir  is  putt  Si^en  to  drawe  out  from  erj)e  fier  and  eyr,  for  ]?ei 

wole  not  ascende.  but  J>oru5  ]>e  help  of  element  of  watir.     brynge  Distil  each 

a'^en  euerych  into  5  beynge  wi|)  ^e  vessel  of  circulacioun  as  to-  Essence,  or 

fore /or  ellis  rectifie,  makynge  oon  ascende  .7  tymes  bi  an  o]?ir/ 

but  first  5e  moste  |>e  ri3t  blak  erj?e  of  oon  hide*  nature,  in  \>e  i.atufer.  iiarL 

furneys  of  glas  mon*,  or  ellis  reuerberac^ou7^,  xxj.  dayes  calcyne  /  [*  of  giasse 

And  for  a  cause  I  speke    to  30U   nomore  of  this  science,   but  853.] 

ioie  3e,  and  tlianke  oure  glorio^i5  lord  god  of  })ese  |>ingis  |?at  rim's V^odl'or" 

1  11  this  bit  of 

3e  haue  had.  knowledge. 

The  science  to  fixe  alle  erbely  biiigis  in  nostra  5*^^  e^sencia,  Tofijcaii 

■^  ,  ^  earthly  lliinps 

bat  is  to  seie,  ou7'e  heuene,  bat  by  her  influence  bei  may  seue  in  our  Quin'te 

'         ^  Essence. 

|)erto  ]>er  propertees  and  her  hid  vertues  /  oure  glorious  god  codi^given 

haj>  3eue  sich  a  uertu  to  oure  qmnta  essence.  J>at  it  may  drawe  oVdnnS'aii 

out  of  euery  matier  of  fruy3t  /  tree  /  rote  /  flour,  herbe  /  fleisch,  J,',7t  o'/eveiV 

seed  and  spice  /  And  euery  medicynable  ]?ing.  alle  j)e  vertues,  [,ouni.'"  "^ 
proj)irtees,  and  naturis,  j)e  whiche  god  made  in  he7?i.  and  jjat 
wijjirme  .iij.  houris. 

Now  I  haue   schewid   5()u  a  souereyn  p/'mytee,  how   \)ftt    30  \\n  thmforc 

may  wij)   oure   heuene   drawe   out    eue?y  5  essencia    from    alle  necckny  f;)r 

.        .  „  •  1    /  ,       r  11  •       ,  •        •       i  any  syrup  int.t 

|?ingis  atoreseid  /  jjertore  alle  necessarie  |)ingis   to  eue?-y  syrup  our<iuiMte 

...  .....  •  I      1  I'Ssoncc.  and 

putte  yn  oure  5  essencie,  ana  wibiwnc  .111.  honns  bat  watir  sdial  in.?  hours  it 

.  .  /  .  '  shall  be  KM) 

be  sich   a  sirup,  vndirstonde  wcl,  bettir  by  an  hundrid  part  by  times  better 

.,,,,,.  /  iUnu  before. 

cause  ot  oure   5   csscncic   jvm   it  ''schulde  be  wij'outc   it  ^     And      i*  Im.i.  ik.j 


]4  OUR  QUINTE  ESSENCE  IMPllOVES  EVERYTHING  lOO  FOLD.    [Book  1. 

Whatever        SO  I  scic  of  medicyns  comfortatyues.  digestyues.  laxatyues.  re- 
medicines  are 
put  into  our     striktyues.  and  alle  o]>ere  ;  forwhy.  if  30  putte  seedis  or  flouris. 

sence,  fruy^tis.   leeues.    spicis.   coold.  hoot,  sweet,   sour,  moist,  do  \>ei 

good  or  yuel,  into  oure  5  essencie.  forso)>e  sich  5  essence  36 
scliulen  haue  |>erfore.   oure  5  essencie  is  ]>e  instrument  of  alle 

it  increases       vertues  of  ]?iwg  t?'(xnsmutable  if  jjei  be  putt  in  it,  encreessynge 

hundred  fold,    an  liuwdrid  foold  her  worchingis  // 


End  of  Part  I.  Explicit  p^/'s  prima  tractatus  q?^mte  ewencie  : 
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BOOK  11. 


Here  bigynnetli  the  secunde  book  of  medieyns  /    The  first   to  restore  an 

n      I       old  evaiu/elic 

medicyn  is  to  reduce  an  oold  leble  euangehk  man  to  jje  lirste  man  to  the 

.       strength  of  his 

strenkjie   oi  3ong))e  /    Also   to  restore  a3en  his   nat^we   jjat  is   rjonth. 

lost,  and  to  lenkjie  his  h'jf  in  greet  gladnesse  and  perfi3te  heele 

vnto  jje  laste  teerme  of  his  lijf  J)at  is  sett  of  god  /   3^  schal  take   Give  him  our 

/.  .  ,  .  ■.  -,     Quinte  Es- 

oure  5ta  essencie  aforeseid,  bat  is  to  seye,  mannys  heuene.  and  sencewith 

some  of  that 

^ermwQ  piitte  a  litil  q^tantite  of  5  essencia  of  gold  and  of  peerl.     i"").  Me. 

and  ]?e  oolde  feble  man  schal  vse  ]jis  deuyn  drynk  at  morn  and   Pearl, 

at  euen,  ech  tyme  a  walnote  schelle  fulle  /  and  wibiTine  a  fewe  a  wahuit-sheii 

full  at  morn 

dayes  he  schal  so  hool  bat  he  schal  fele  him  silf  of  be  statt  and  and  eve.    in 

*^  '  '  ^       a,  few  (lays  he 

be  strenkbe  of  xl  seer,  and  he  schal  haue  street  ioie  bat  he  is   shaii  feei  only 

^  '^  ^  ...  "if*  .V^'irs  old. 

come  to  ]>e  statt  of  3ong|>e.    And  whanne  his  3ong]?e  is  recouerid,  Then  let  him 

and  his  nature  restorid,  and  heelbe  had,  it  is  nedeful  bat  litil  and  "^"^  Quinte 

seelde  he  vse  5  ess-ence  /    Also  it  is  nedeful  jjat  he  vse  ofte  good  only  that  of 

wiyn  at  his  mete  and  at  be  soper,  m  be  which  be  lixid  be  5.  wineatdin- 

ner  and  sup- 

essence  of  gold  as  I  tau3te  30U  toforc.  per. 

The   secuwde  *  medicyn   is  to  heele  a  man,  and  make  hym    2^^  Me. 

•^  .  "^  [*Fol.l96.] 

lyue,  ]jat  is  almoost  consumed  in  nature,  and  so  ny3  deed  j>at   yo<;„~^„„ 
he  is  forsake  of  lechis.  but  if  it  be  |je  laste  teerme  of  his  lijf  fjsdocto^-^ 
sett  of  god.  3e  schal  3eue  hi?7i  oure  qninte  essence  of  gold  wi})  a   Give  him 
litil  quantite  of  watir  of  celendoyn  3[e]drawe,  and  meynge  it  wi|?   senceofGoid 

-  with  cclnn- 

|)e  ojjere  |)mgis  aiorescid  /  and  anoon  as  |>e  sike  hath  resceyued  dine  water, 
it  into  his  stomak,  it  3eue]?  to  ))e  herte  influence  of  naturel  hccte 

and  of  lijf.  and  jjanne  3e  schal  se  hi^?i  rise  vp  and  spckc,  and  ri"eupa,ur 

wondirfully  be  comfortid  and  strenkjjid  ))erby //    |)aiine  comforte  Thencomfoit 

him  wij>  ministraciou?!  of  oure  qinntc  esjsencic  afore  seid,  and  he  Q"i„a''i':s-" 

schal  be  al  hool  /  but  if  it  be  so  j>at  god  wole  algatis  j>at  he  schal  shairbecmed. 

die  /    And  I  seie  to  30U  truly,  })at  |>is  is  j)e  hi3estc  maist?*/e  \at  "nis heshaii 

maybe  in  transmutacioun  of  kynde.    for  ri3t  fe^ye  lechis  no\y  ivw doctors 

lyuynge  knowe  )>is  prmytee.  JhisiliKiu^t 

secret. 
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HOW  TO  CUEE  LEPROSY  AND  PALSY. 


[Book  II. 


3'=i.  Me. 

To  cure  the 
Leprosy  that 
is  caused  by 
rotten  hu- 
mours. 


Use  our 
Quinte  Es- 
sence,  with 
those  (jf  Gold 
and  Pearl ; 

(or  Burning 
Water,  if  you 
have  no 
Quinte  Es- 
sence.) 

Wash  the 
leper  with 
strawberry  or 
mulberry 
water;  this 

[*  Fol.  20.] 

is  of  great 
virtue, 

but  is  much 
en  creased  by 
our  Quinte 
Essence. 


4'a'.  Me. 

To  cure  Pal- 
sy, which 
comes  from 
viscous  hu- 
mours closing 
the  passages 
of  motive 
power. 

Blessed  be 
God,  our 
Quinte  Es- 
sence will 
restore  the 
paralitic. 
Fix  in  it  the 
Quinte  Es- 
sence of  eu- 
phorbiumand 
the  like;  and, 
if  God  will, 
the  palsied 
man  shall  be 
whole,  if  you 
make  him  a 
stew  of  ivy 
and  sage. 

Failing 
Quinte  Es- 
sence,  let  him 
drink  Burn- 
ing ^^'ater 


Tlie  ]?ndde  medicyn  is  to  cure  )>e  lepre  J>at  is  causid  of 
corrupcioiin  and  putrifaccioun  of  ony  of  )?e  pWncipal  humouris 
of  man.  but  not  )?e  lepre  )?at  come]?  to  man  of  kynde  of 
}?e  fadir  and  of  J>e  modir  leprous,  for  it  is  callid  morbus 
beredit^/s.  ne  |)e  lepre  ]?at  is  sent  af  god  by  his  plage,  but  |>at 
J>at  is  causid  oonly  of  roixan  humouHs  /  take  oure  5  essence 
aforeseid.  wi|>  ]?e  qmnte  essence  of  goold  and  peerl,  a  litil  quantite 
at  oonys,  and  vse  it  in  maner  as  I  seide  afore  /  and  wi)?i?ine  a 
fewe  daies  he  schal  be  partily  hool  J>erof.  and  if  36  haue  non 
preparate  redy  oure  5  essence,  )>anne  take  in  |)e  stide  j)erof  fyn 
bre7^ny7ige  watir.  but  ]jat  o]?er  is  bettere. 

Also,  drawe  a  water  of  j>e  fruy^t  of  strawbery  or  mulbcry 
tree,  whanne  it  is  ripe,  and  waische  J>e  lepre  })e7'wi|).  jjis 
watir  is  of  so  greet  vertu.  for  a  souereyn  maistir  took  it  a 
leprous  *wonnnan.  ]?at  wi|>  ]?e  waischinge  oonly  of  |jis  watir, 
w^t%nne  schort  tyme  was  maad  al  hool  /  but  sikirly  ]?e  vertu 
j?erof  is  myche  worth  if  it  be  meyngid  \fiih  oure  5  essence,  or 
ellis  brennynge  watir.  and  ))anne  it  schal  be  no  nede  to  vse  in 
]?is  perilous  cure  venemys,  as  su?7ime  lechis  doon. 

The  4  medicyn  is  to  cure  palsie  vniuersel.  Forso|?e  alle 
philosophoris  seyn  |?at  |)e  palesye  vniuersel  come}?  of  ha- 
boundawice  of  viscows  humouris  closynge  ]?e  metis  of  vertu 
awi«iale,  sensityue,  and  motyue.  And  Jjerfore  it  is  necessarie  ))at 
]?o  jjingis  ))at  schal  cure  |)is  sijknes  be  tempe/ate,  hoot,  and  moist, 
and  a  litil  attractyue,  and  to  |)e  synoits  confortatyue  /  Therfore, 
blessid  be  god,  makere  of  kynde,  j^at  ordeynede  for  |>e  man 
paralitike  oure  5  essence  aforseid,  ]><xt  souereynly  to  him  com- 
fortyuge.  restorynge.  and  temperatly  worchynge  /  ))erfore  fixe 
]>erinne  ]>e  5  essence  of  |>o  laxatyues  ]>at  purgen  flewme  a7id 
viscous  humouris.  as  a  litil  of  euforbie,  or  turbit,  or  sambucy. 
artd  Jjanne  wi]>oute  doute,  if  god  wole,  jje  p«.ralitik  man  schal  be 
hool  wij)  comfortynge  and  restorynge  of  kynde.  if  ^e  make  him 
a  stewe  hoot  and  moist  with  lierbis.  j?at  is  to  seye.  eerbe  yue, 
and  sauge,  jjat  haue  an  heuenly  strenkjje  to  comforte  ])e  joynctis, 
and  ]?e  senewis,  and  jje  vertu  motyue.  and  if  5e  haue  not  redi 
preparate  oure  5  essence,  ]>anne  take  fyn  brennynge  watir  til  it 
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be  redy,  and  lete  be  pacient  drynke  berof  a  litil  in  fyn  wiyn.  in  fine  wine, 

and  wash  all 

and  also  he  schal  waische  al  his  body  and  his  extremytees  wib  over  with 

burning 

brennynge  watir  ofte  tymes.  and  lete  him  vse  |>is  a  good  while,  water. 
and  he  schal  be  hool.  / 

*  The  .5   medicyn  for  a   man   bat   is   almoost  al   co72smned,  [*fo1.  20&.] 

and  waastid  in  al  his  body,  and  ri3t  leene,  as   ]>at  man   ]>at  Tofatimkan 

hath  >e  tisik  and  |>e  etik  /   Forso|>e  ]>e  veny  cure  to  heele  him  J^"^^^"*^'' 

is  oure  5  essence  /    Forwhi.   it  comforti|>  |?e  feble  nature,  and  Mix  with  our 

,  .  .  ,*  .  ,    .  Quinte  Es- 

pe  nature  |?at  is  lost  it  restoriJ>,  and  so  restorid  it  preserue])  /  sence 

And  ])erfore  if  ^e  wol  restore  )>e  fleisch  of  a  leene  mannys  body 

almoost  consumed  awey.  drawe  J?anne  a  watir  of  celidoyne,  and  a  little  ceian- 

t  r«        1  •   •  1  •  1  •  •  f  ^"'®  water ; 

take  ]>eroi  a  litil  q^^antite,  and  meynge  wi]?  oure  5  essence  11  50 

haue  it  redy,  or  brennynge  watir  in  stide  berof.  and  5eue  it  hiw  give  it  the 

*"  .    .  .  patient,  and 

to  driwke,   and  wibi^^^ne   fewe    dayes    he    schal    be   wondirfully  he  shall  soon 

^  be  wonder- 

restorid  and  fat.  fuUyfat. 

The  .6.   medicyn   for   passiomzs    of  frenesie.  foly.  ymagyna-  6-  Me. 


ciouTis    and    noyous    vexaciou?^s    of   deuelis,    and    also    for    jje  JyfGout,7mi 
goute    als  weel  hoot   as  coold.    certeyn    experience   techi]?   jjat  ittvus.^^^" 
colerik  nie?i  ^eue]?  to  summe  ymagynac^ou7^s.  and  sangueyn  men 
hen    ocupied    aboute    summe    ojjere   ymagynaciou?zs.     and    5itt 
flewmatik  men  aboute  obere  /  but  bo  men  bat  habounde  in  blak   i><irk  moian- 

choly  men  are 

coler,  J?at  is,  malencoly,  ben  occupied  a  |?ousa?^d  part  wi]?  mo   troubled  inore 
jjou^tis.  ]?an  ben  men  of  ony  o]>er  complexiou7^  /    Forwhi.   ]>at  *''»"  '"^"y 
humour  of  blak  coler  is  so  noyous  \>at  if  it  a-bounde  and  a-sende 
vp  to  ])e  heed,  it  troublij?  alle  J>e  myitis  of  |?e  brayn,  engendrynge 
noyous   ymagynaciouv^s,    bryngynge    yn    horrible    Jjou^tis    boj^e 
wakynge  and  slepinge  ;  and  siche  maner  of  men  ben  born  viidir   beinprborn 

,  .       .  /     1^  underSaturn, 

be  constillacioun  of  saturne,  the  wickide  planete  /    1  orsobe  to   tiie  wicked 

'  .  .     ,  planet. 

siche  men  deuelis  wole  gladly  appere,  and  mi^wster  to  hem*  her    [*ms. hom] 

priuy  temptaciouns  wi|)i7ine  ]>e  cours  of  her  |>ou3tis,  and  |)ese  JppeJfrfo'^'^ 

men  jjus  *  turmentid  wi})  |)C  passiou7«^s  of  malencoly  coiiH)u?ily  tempt  uicm, 
speke  wijj  hem,  stryue  and  dispute  wij)  hem  silf  whanne  [xi  be     [*i'oi.  21.] 

a-loone.  ]>at  ofte  tymes  ojiere  folk  may  hecre  it  /    Tlicse  maner  so  that  tiiey 

•  <•  1  1        often  fall  into 

ot  me?A  bat  ben  hns  turmentid,  as  weel  by  i)assioun  ot  malencoly   despair  and 
as  of  deuelis,  ofte  tymes  falle  in  dispcir,  and  at  J)e  laste  sle  hem   selves, 
silf/  be   perfist   cure   of   alle   bese   is    oure    n  essencie    auri   et   The  oure  is 
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Essence  of 
Gold  and 
Pearls,  with  a 
little  senna  or 
lapis  lazuli. 


Burning 
Water,  with  a 
purge,  will 
also  cure  these 
diseases. 


These  medi- 
cines put 
away  wicked 
thoughts,  and 
bring  in 
merry  ones  ; 
they  dispel 
devils'  temp- 
tations and 
despair,  and 
bring  a  man 
to  reason. 
Saturn  is  an 
enemy  to  all 
creatures, 


and  has  power 
over  foul 

[*Fol.  216.] 
solitary 
places,  as 
Vitas  Patrum 
says. 

The  Moon  too 
is  full  of  bane. 


Jupiter  and 
Sol,  on  the 
other  hand, 

make  devils 
flee. 


and  betoken 
the  joy  of 
heaven, 


as  Saturn  and 
the  Moon  do 
hell. 


j^erelarum,  or  ellis  brennynge  watir  in  stide  ]>erof,  in  j?e  whiche 
3e  fixe  gold  as  it  is  aforeseid.  wherimie  be  putt  a  litil  of  seue  or 
watir  of  funter,  or  poudre  of  lapis  lasuly,  or  ellis  medulla?>z  ebuli, 
and  vse  it  discreetly,  forwhy.  not  al  oonly  oure  quinte  essence 
auri  et  perelarwm  heelith  |>ese  disesis.  /  but  also  brennynge 
watir  in  |?e  whicli  gold  is  fixid,  heeli]>  hem,  wij)  a  litil  of  ]>o 
))ingis  ]?at  purgen  and  casten  out  blak  coler  superflue,  and  heli)) 
\>e  splene. 

Forsojje  Jjese  medicyns  putti]?  awey  wickid  Jjou^tis  and  an 
hcuy  herte  malencolious,  ]>ei  gladitli  and  dense  ]>e  brayn  and 
alle  hise  myitis,  and  brynge  yn  gladnes  and  merye  }>ou3tis. 
]>ei  putte  awey  also  ]>e  craft  of  ]>e  feendis  temptaciouns,  and 
ymagynaciouns  of  dispeir  ]>ei  distroie,  and  make  a  man  to  for3ete 
almaner  of  yueles.  and  naturaly  bryngij?  him  a3en  to  resonable 
witt.  and  for  as  myche  as  saturne  jje  planete  naturaly  ys  coold 
and  drye.  and  is  enemye  to  al  kynde  /  Forwhy,  euery  snow, 
euery  hayl,  euery  tempest,  and  also  j?e  humour  of  malencoly 
come]>  of  hhii.  and  he  ha|>  his  influence  vpon  derk  leed,  and 
vpon  derk  *placis  vnder  ]?e  erf^,  foule  and  stynkynge.  and  derke 
wodis,  and  vpon  foule,  horrible,  solitarie  placis,  as  it  is  preued  in 
vitas  patrum.  )?at  is  to  seye,  in  lyues  and  colaciou?is  of  fadris  / 
And  also  jje  moone,  naturely  coold  and  moist,  ha|?  his  influence 
vpon  ]?e  ny3t,  and  vpon  myche  moisture,  and  vpon  )?e  placis 
whanne  4.  weyes  meti]>  togidere.  forso|)e  in  alle  siche  placis  jiei 
wole  a-bide  and  schewe  hem  to  her  foloweris  /  but  forsojje  ]>o 
)>ingis  ])at  ben  of  j?e  nature  of  lubiter  and  of  sol,  goode  planetis, 
arne  displesynge  to  hhn,  and  contrarie,  and  naturaly.  deuelis  fle 
awei  fro  hem.  for  ]>ei  haue  greet  abllominaciou?^  of  ]?er  vertuous 
influence  /  j^erfore  it  schewi]?  weel  \>at  jjo  }>ingis  jjat  ben  in  j?is 
world.  su?mne  |?er  ben  ]>at  bitokene  ]>e  glorious  yoie  of  heuene. 
and  su?>ime  |)ing  jjat  figure  ]>e  derknesse  of  euerlastynge  peynes 
of  helle  /  Forso])e  ]>e  sunne  and  iubiter,  goode  planetis,  and 
gold,  pure  metal,  and  alle  pure  ]>i9igis  ]7at  gladen  a  man,  figu- 
rynge  by  resou?^  Jje  ioie  of  heuene  /  and  blak  Saturne,  and  \>e 
spotty  moone,  figure  and  bitokene  ]>e  condiciouw  of  helle  /  and 

1  Erf  =  erbe. 
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sib  hat  cleuelis  be  dampned,  and  fill  of  wreclie  of  belle,   berfore   Devils  hate 

'.    ^  ^  '  '^         ^         the  joy  of  God 

bei  bate  be  clennesse  and  be  ioie  of  oure  lord  o:od  and  of  bise   and  the 

.  ,  '^  brightness  of 

seyntis  /  also   bei  liaten   be   suwne  and  bis  cleernes,  and  pure  the  sun; 

'  '  ^  they  delight 

|)itigis  ]>at  maken  a  man  glad,    and  naturaly  it   plesi]?  bem  to   in  stinking 
dwelle  in  derk,  aoid  in  blak,  orrible,  stynkynoe  ]>lacis,  in  beuy-   meia'ichoiy, 

7  5  y       J        J     n       I  7  J       ,jn(^  hell-hke 

nesse,  wrecbe,  and  malencoly,  and  in  J)0  jji/^gis  jjat  pretende  ]?e  things. 

condicioun  of  belle  /    And  si]?  oure  5.  essence  aforeseid  is  so  Q"-„t€  Es- 

beuenly  a  ]>mg,  and  by  sotil  cr^ft  *brou3t  to  so  mycbe  swetnes.  vlX,'^'^^*" 

it  is  so  souereyn  a  medicyn  J?at  it  may  weel  be  lijkned  to  J>e  ioie  nke^iie  joy  of 

of  paradice.    forwhi,  it   maki]>  a  man  li3t,  iocunde,  glad,   and  Sivesaway" 

merie,  and  putti])  awey  beuynesse\  angre,  malencoly,  and  WYa^]>e,  thardeviis^ 

J)e  wbiclie  ]?at  deuelis  loue  /  et  ideo  nostrsi  5  essencia  digne  is  m'ly^caifed 

vocatttr  celnni  humanuwi  /  Also  if  a  man  be  traueylid  wi|>  a  yen/"  ^ 

feend,  and  may  not  be  delyuerid  fro  bim.  lete  bim  driwke  a  litil  nian  from  a 

quantite  of  oure  5  essence,  wi])  5  essence  of  gold  and  peerl,  and  him  some  of 

Avi|>  an  eerbe  callid  ypericon,  i.[e.]  fuga  demonum,  and  ]>e  seed  Essence  with 

|?e7'of  grounden  and  aftirward  distillid,  and  \>e  watir  \>erof  a  litil  and  pearl, 

.  .  ..  ,  ,         ,     and  St.  John's 

quantite  medlid  wi|?  ]?e  obere  5*13  essenciis.  and  anoon  ]?e  deuel  wort  water : 

wole  Tie  awey  fro  bim  and  iro  bis  bous.  devil  win  flee 

Also   for   jje  goute,  boot  or  cold,   ]?e   pacient    scbal    drynke  rp^cwrelhe 

oure  5.  essence  wij?  a  litil  qt^antite  at  oonys  of  jie  letuarie  de  ^^^'^1 

succo  rosartim.  and  lete  bim  vse  |)is  letuarie  a  litil  at  oonys  ecb  Quinte  es- 

SGllCG  1111(1 

opere  day.  til  superflue  bumouris  be  purgid  /  but  be  scbal  vse  Rose-juice 
euery  day  a  litil  of  oure  5.  essence  w^t^  5  essence  of  gold  and  and  use  daily 

,..  f.  I  .  11111//  ^^^^  Quinte 

peerle,  and  \yi\>inne  a  lewe  dayes  ]>e  pacient  scbal  be  bool.  //  Essence  with 

Tbe  .7.  medicyn,  for  to  beele  yccbe,  and  for  to  distWe  lies'^  and  Pcari. 

.7.  Me. 

bat  ben   engendrid  of  corrupt   bumouris.    take  oure   c;  essence        — '—, 

f  <^  i  '^  To  cure  the 

bi  him  silf  a-loone   and  vse   to   drynke   berof  a    litil   quantite   itcJinnddc 

^  J  1  slroy  Lice. 

at  oonys  /  and  take  also  a  litil  q?iantite  of  Mer[c^fr^e  ?].   and  priidv  tiuinte 
mortifie  it  \vi]>  fastynge  spotil,  ajid  medle  it  vvi]>  a  good  quantite   iviiTMercury 

with  spittle, 

^  houynesse  MS. 

^  "A  lou.s  is  a  worme  with  many  fete,  Sc  it  cowimeth  out  of  the  filtlii  ami 
onclene  sky/Mie,  &  ofteiitynies  for  faute  of  atemlaujice  they  coine  out  of  tlie 
flesshe  through  the  sky/aie  or  swet  holes. 

To  withdryue  them  /  The  best  is  for  to  wasshc  tlio  ofte??.times,  .-ukI 
to  chaunge  oftentymes  clene  lynen." — The  noble  hjfe  and  vature  of  man,  Of 
bcstcs,  scrpciiiys,  foiclcs,  and  Jh^hcs  if  he  mostc  knoivcn.  (.'apitulo.  C  xix. 


20 


TO  CURE  QUARTAN  FEVER. 


[Book  II. 


Stavesacre 
and  Burning 
Water.  Wash 
the  body  or 
liead  where 
the  itch  and 
lice  are. 
[*  Fol.  22b.-] 
.8.  Me. 

To  cure  Quar- 
tan Fever. 

The  Quartan 
arises  from 
too  much 
black  choler. 


and  lasts  a 
year  or  more. 

To  cure  it 
soon, 
drink  our 
Quinte  Es- 
sence ; 


if  you  liave  it 
not,  put  pith 
of  wiiite  dwarf 
elder  in  Burn- 
ing Water, 
and  take  a 
walnut-shell 
full  morning 
and  evening. 

Or,take  what- 
ever purges 
black  choler, 
put  it  into 
Burning 
Water;  make 
small  pellets 
of  it,  and  take 
one,  and  then 
two,  gradu- 
ally. 


[*  Fol.  23.] 


It  is  said  that 
a  tooth  from  a 
live  beast 
heals  the 
Quartan,  and 
the  juice  of 
Hen-bit  or 
Chick  weed 
put  in  a  man's 
nostrils. 


of  pouclre  of  stafi-sagre,  and  jjanne  put  it  in  to  a  greet  qwantite 
of  hrennjnge  Avuter,  and  Jjanne  waisclie  al  his  body,  or  ell  is  ]>e 
heed  where  )?e  ieche  and  ]je  lies  ben.  and  vse  J)is  medicyn  .2.  or 
3.  and  ])e  sijk  *man  schal  be  hool. 

The  .8.  medicyn  for  to  cure  the  quarteyn  and  alle  jje 
passiouns  Jxxt  comej)  of  male?^coIy  in  mannys  body  and  \>e 
maistrie  to  pttrge  malencoly.  and  5e  schal  vndirstoude  jjat  ]>e 
qz^^arteyn  is  gendrid  of  myche  haboundaunce  of  malcncolye  ]>at 
is  corrum2)id  withynne  j)e  body,  and  for  ]?is  humour  is  erj>ely, 
coold,  and  drie,  of  jje  nature  of  slowe  saturne.  ]?erfore  ]>e  accesse 
of  J>is  sijknes  ben  slowe,  and  it  durij>  comou/ily  yn  a  man  a  3eer 
or  more,  and  it  puttij?  fro  him  gladnesse,  and  bryngi)>  yn  heuynes 
more  ]?an  o]>ere  feueris  do  /  If  36  wole  heele  jjis  sijknes  in  schort 
tyme,  lete  ]>e  pacient  vse  to  drynke  oon  5  essence,  and  he  schal 
be  al  hool  hastily  /  forwhi  ;  it  consume])  ]>e  corrupt  superflue 
humouris,  and  reducit  nature  to  equaiite,  and  bryngij)  yn  glad- 
nesse, and  chasi))  a-wey  heuynes  and  malencolie.  and  if  it  so  be 
]>at  36  haue  nou3t  oure  5  essence  /  J>anne  take  j  lb  of  jje  beste 
brcTinynge  watir.  and  j^eri^me  putte  meduUam  ebuli.  and  namely, 
J>e  white,  if  3e  may  haue  it  /  of  ])is  watir  3eue  to  \>e  pacient, 
morowe  and  euen,  a  walnot  schelle  ful  at  oonys.  and  he  schal 
be  al  hool  /  or  ellis  |>us.  take  what  jjivig  3e  wole  ]>at  purgi]? 
malcncolye.  and  putte  a  litil  )>erof  into  bre?^nynge  watir.  and 
vse  ]>at  laxatif  maad  into  smale  pelotis,  wijsly  resceyuyng  ri3t  a 
litil  at  oonys,  as  oon  litil  pelot,  and  preue  ]?erby  how  it  worchi|>. 
|)a7^ne  anojjer  tyme  .ij.  at  oonys,  if  it  be  nede  /  so  ))at  ])e  mater 
be  a  litil  digestid  and  a  litil  egestid.  for  bettere  it  is  to  worche 
a  litil  a7id  a  litil  at  oonys,  |)an  sodeynly  greue  ]>e  nature,  forwhi, 
two  litil  pelotis  laxatif  meyngid  wi])  hrennynge  watir  *wole 
worche  more  my5tily  jjan  .8.  pelotis  wole  do  bi  hem  silf  / 
Also  philosophoris  seyn  J>at  a  too|>  drawe  out  from  a  quyk 
beest,  born  vpon  a  man,  delyueri])  fro  )>e  quarteyn  /  Also 
jjei  seyn  }nit  if  ]>e  yuis  of  j^e  eerbe  j^at  is  callid  morsus  galli?ie 
rubri  be  putt  in  hise  nose-jjrillis  whanne  he  bigynneth  to  suffre 
J>e  accesse  of  ]>e  quarteyn,  he  schal  be  hool,  wi|>  )>e  grace  of 
god. 
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The    medicyn    to    hecle    |?c    feiiere    contynuele ;    alle    pliilo-  O""*.  Me. 

sopboris    seyii    jjat    ]>e   feuere   contymiele  is   ge?idrid   of  putri-  i^^J^"'i<'(Ter 

faccioun    of   blood    and    of   corrupciou?*    of   buiiiouris    iu    it  /  it  aii.ses  from 

]>e?'fore  pc  cure'  |>erof  is  to  pwrge  blood,  and  to  putte  awey  ]>e  ofbiood  ilmi 

,...,,,  .  ,  corruption  of 

corrupcioun  oi    it,  mid   pe   liunions  vneuene    to    make    euene,  humours. 

))e  nature  lost  to  restore,  and  so  restorid  to  kepe  /    Forsojje  alle 

)>ese  jjingis  worcheb  oure  quinte  essence,  and  berfore  it  curi|)  our  Quiute 

.  Essence  cures 

pe?'n3tly  be  feuere  contynuele  /  and  bous  bre^inynge  watir  caste  tins,  (the' 

Burning 

out  fro  blood  watry  bumouris  and  corrupt.  3itt  take  it  nou3t  in  water  does 

|)is  cure  /  forwhi  ;  jjou^  brennynge  watir  be  ,7.  tymes  distillid, 

3itt  it  is  [not]  fully  depurid  fro  bis  brennynge  lieete,  and  j^e  .4. 

elementis  /  but  sij)  oure  5,  essence  is  not  boot,  ne  moist,  coold, 

ne  drie.  as  ben  |>e  4.  eleme-^itis  /  jjerfore  it  bceli]?  perii3tly  |)e  if  mixed  with 

.  .       .  „  ..  Quinte  I's- 

contynuel  feue^'e ;  namely  wib  commixtioun  of  be  5  essence  of  senceoftJoid 

and  I'earl, 

gold  a7id  peerle  /  and  if  3e  wole  strenkjje  30ure  medicyn,  ]>aniie 

putte  yn  oure  5.  essence  a  litil  quantite  of  pulpa  cassie  fistule  /  and  a  nttie 

.  Ca-ssiaorllerb 

or  el  lis  |?e  luys  of  )>e  eerbe  mercuriale.  and  it  it  so  be  ]?at  o|?ere  Mercury. 
bumouris  babounde  to  mycbe  with  blood.    Jeanne  take  |>o  laxa- 

tyues   j)at   kyndely  wole   *  purge    bem,    as   comou?^   bookis    of  I*  Foi.  236.] 
fisik  declare)?. 

Tbe    10.   medicyn    to    cure    ]>e   feuere    tercian,   ]>c    wliicb    is  10.  Me. 

causid  of  putrifaccioun,  or  reed  coler  to  mycbe  baboundynge  /  Jl^^l^'y^.^^' 

to    cure    Jjees    sijknes    tak    oure   5   essence,   or  ellis    fyn    bren-  Take  ciuinte 

,  n  •      1  1  •  T    M  J'^ssence,  with 

nynge  watir.   but  pe  lirste  is  bettere.  and  putte  ]^er\nne  a  litil  j{hui)ari>  and 

.  •11  1  Endive  water, 

of  rubarbe  or  of  summe  o]>er  laxatiue  ]7at  purgij?  reed  coler.  and  morn  and  eve. 
a  greet  c^aa\ii\ie  of  watir  of  endyue.    and  vse   |>is  medicyn  at 
morowe  and  euen.  and  Jje  pacient  scbal  be  bool  wijjoutc  doute. 

Tbe    II.    medicyn    is    for    to    bccle    |)c    feuere    cotidian.    }>e  .11.  Me. 

wbicb  is   causid  of  putrifaccioun  of  flewme  to  baboundynge  /  Jj^v"''  ^"''*" 

and  sij)  flewme  is  coold  and  moist,   oure  5  essence,   (and  in  bis  Take  our 
absence  take  good  brennynge  watir.)  ba|)  stre^ikjje  and  vertu  to 
consume  jjc  rotuvi  watery  inordinat  and  to  mycbe  coold  bumi- 

dite  /  ))erfore  take  oure  5  essence  or  brennynge  watir.  and  ])uttc  fjuinto  Es, 

..  .  .  .  .Mine,  and  a 

|)ermne  a  litil  of  euforbij.  turbit,  or  sambuci,  or  sum  t)|)ir  j)iiig  littio  iiupiior- 

,  .  ,  .      ^  bium,  iVc. 

|>at  purgij)  fiewmc,  and  vsc  it  morowe  and  cue,  and  |>c  ])acieiit 
scbal  be  bool. 


22  TO  CURE  AGUE  FEVER^  LUNACY,,  AND  CRAMP.  [Book  II. 

•^2.  Me.  The  .12.  medicyn  for  to  cure  ]>e  feuere  agu,  and  Jje  lunatik 

Jemrand^*^    man    and    woniman  /  discreet    maistn's    seyn.    \ai    |)e    feue?"e 

unacy^         ^        comou7^1y  is  caiisid  of  a  uyolent  reed  coler  adust,  and  of 

Tliis  fever  &  ./  J  ' 

comes  of  cho-   blood  adust,  and  of  blak  coler  adust,  and  sumtyme  of  oou  of 

ler  inflamed,  '  '  '' 

j?ese  adust,  and  sumtyme  of  two  togidere.  and  sumtyme  of  .3. 

togidere  /  and  ])erfore  ]?e  feuere  agu  is  ]?e  posityue  degree,  and 

in  ]?e  superlatyue  degree,  comparatif  gree  and  superlatif  gree  / 

and  is  accom-   For  be  feuere  ao'u  hab  comou?ilv  alienacioun  of  witt,  and  schew  - 

paniedby  ^  &  r  J  i        ,  .   , 

lightheaded-  yuge  of  ])ingis  of  fantasy  /    And  ^e  schal  knowe  weel  whicne 

L*Foi.  24.]  ben  ]?e  humouris  adust  ])at  causen  jje  feuere,  be  |?ese  *tokenes/ 

As  the  patient  Forwhi,  if  jjc  pacient  sei])  jjctt  he  see]?  blak  ]?iwgis.  j)anne  blak 

gold,  or  red  colcr,  bat  is,  malcncolie  is  adust  /  and  if  he  se  bmgis  of  gold  / 

things,  so  the  ' 

different  hu-     reed  colcr  is  adust  /   if  reed  biwojis,  and  schewynge  of  blood. 

mours  are  in-  jo 

flamed.  J>anne  blood  is  adust  /    And  if  he  sei}>  ])at  he  see))  alle  ])ese  .iij. 

J>ingis.  Jjanne  alle  jje  humouris  ben  adust  /    For  as  myche  as 

Burning  brenuyuge  watir  ascendib  to  be  heed,    and  gladly  wole  a  man 

Water  should      ,         i  .      ,      .  .  •  r 

not  be  taken,    drynke  /   And  sij)  |)at  feuere  agu.  regne)>  in  )>e  reglou?^  01  ]?e 

heed  /  ))e    philosophoris    counceilis    )?at    )>e    pacient    schal    not 

butQuinte      rcsccyuc   it    In    bis    sijknes  /  but   it    is    nedeful    ))at    he    take 

"  Essence  of  /.iitpi  •  /-  j.       c 

Gold  and        oure   5  esscuce  af  gold  and  of  peerl,   meyngi?ig  }>e  6  part  ot 

Pearl  should,  . 

with  that  of     5   essence   of  watir   of  rose,  violet,  borage,   and   letuse  /  and 

l?ose  water,  .  o      ^         • 

A^ioiet,  &c.      jjanne  ^e  schulen  haue  an  heuenly  medicyn  to  cure  pe?  n3tly  ])is 

sijknesse. 
To  cure  or  as-       For  to  curc  be  frencsve  and  woodnes,  or  ellis  at  be  leeste 

swage  Frenzy  t  ^ 

and  Madness,  to   swage  it  /  take  a  greet  quantite  of  popilion.   and  jje  beste 

iTSd^and^feet    vyucgrc  ])at  56  may  haue.  and  a  good  q^^cmtite  of  rewe  domestik, 

at'  Popilion"    w^^^  brayed,  and  meyngid  wij)  jjese  forseid  ])i?2gis,  and  biclippe 

mixedVand^'^  I'®  ^^^^^  ^^^  ]'^  ^^^*  ^^  J'^  pacicut  With  ]?is  mcdicyu.  and  sum 

"®'  jjerof  putte  to  his  nose-Jjrillis.  J>is  medicyn  anoon  puttij?  awey  j>e 

frenesye  and  ])e  schewy?2ge  of  fantasies  /  it  curij?  also  wode  me?i 

and  lunatike  mew.  and  it  restorij?  a5en  witt  and  discrecioun.  and 

maki|)  al  hool  and  weel  at  eese. 

isma.  Me.  The  .  1 3.   medicy?^  is  to  put  a-wey  jje  craumpe  fro  a  man. 

cramp^  for  as  myclie  as  wise  me«  seyn  jjat  jje  craumpe  cometh  of  J>e 

Use  0^        hurtynge  and  ])e  febilnes  of  )?e  senewis,  as  it  schewij)  sumt}Tne 

senceorBurn-  jn  mcdicyus  maad  of  elebore,  Jjer  is  no  J>i?ig  j>at  putti))  awey  ]?e 

ing  Water. 
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craumpe  as  cloi]:)  oure  5  essence  aforeseid,  or  ellis  *  brennynge  [*foi.246.] 
watir  in  stede  of  it. 

The  .14.  medicyn,  to  caste  out  venym  fro   mannys   body  /  U""'.Me. 

take  oure  5  essence,  and  putte  j^erine  fleisch  of  a  cok,  neyscli  sonmtu^'a 

soden   and  sotilly  brayed,  note   kirnelis,  fyn   triacle,   radisch,  '«««i^'^^- 

,  J       Take  our 

and   garleek   smal   brayed,    and    obere    bingis    bat    ben    goode   Quinte  es- 

,         .    seiice,  with 

to    caste   out   venym,    as    comou?^   bookis    of    fisik    declari]?  /   cock's  flesii, 

mit-kernels, 

And  also,  to  comforte  be  lierte,  putte  yn  oure  forseid  5.  essence,   &c.,  and 

'  y  ^  i  J  .        Quinte  Es- 

))e  5.  essence  of  gold  and  of  peerl.   and  he  schal  be  delyuerid  senceofnoid 
j?erof  and  be  hool. 

The  .15.   medicyn,  to   make   a  man  ]?at  is   a  coward,  hardy  \5^\  Me. 

and  strong,  and  putte  a-wey  almaner  of  cowardise  and  drede  /  cowJ!^ib!dd 

I  seye  50U  forso}>e  ]>at  no  ymg  may  telle  alle  ]>e  myraclis  ver-  ""^  !^"^' 
tues  ])at  god  ha]?  m^ad  in  oure  5  essence,  and  not  al  oonly  in 

him.  but  also  in  to  his  modir.    bat  is  to  seye,  fyn  brcnnynge  Give  inm  our 

.  Quinte  Es- 

watu' ;  for  to  cure  bis  sijknesse.  take  a  litil  quantite  of  oure  5   sence  witii 

twice  as  mucli 

essence,  and  putte  berto  double  so  myche  of  brennyno'e  watir.   lunning 

^  f  -^  .         Water,  and  a 

and  a  litil  quantite  of  be  iuys  of  eerbe  pione  and  of  saffron  dis-   little  Peony 

*  J  ./  X  juice  and  saf- 

tillid  tofjidere.  and  a  litil  of  (^  essence  of  «:old  and  of  peerl,  and   f'o"<  and 

°  O  b  f  y  Quinte  Es- 

5eue  it  him  to  drinke.  and  aftir  sodeynly,  as  it  were  by  myracle,   sence  of  goM 
be  coward  man  schal  lese  al  maner  drede  and  feyntnes  of  lierte.    The  coward 

^  "^  shall  lo.sc  all 

and  he  schal  recouere  strenkj^e  jmt  ys  lost  by  drede,  and  take  to   faintuess  of 
him  hardynesse.   and  he  schal  dispise  deeb.  he  schal  drede  no   despise  dcatii, 

^  '  and  (h"ead  no 

perelis,  and  passyngly  he  schal  be  maad  hardy.   j)is  is  trewe,  for  penis. 
it  ha])  ofte  tymes  by  oolde  philosophoris  [bene]  preued  /   j)erfore   Therefore 

.,  .  "...,.,.  riiristinn  " 

it  were  a  greet  wisdom   )?at   cristen   przncis   in    bateihs    a5en   ivinccs 

1  1      1  1  •       1  •  1  •  should  have 

ne|?ene   men   hadde  wij>  hem  in   tonnes   brennynge  watir  ]>at  tuns  of  Hum- 
jjei  my3t  take  to  eue^y  fi3tynge  man  half  a  ri3t  litil  cuppe  ful   and -ive  every 

.  .  fighting  man 

\>eroi  to  drynke  in  |;e  bigynnynge  of  \>e  batel.  and  |)is  prmyte   » cup  i.cfore 
owitli   to  be  hid  from   alle    enemyes    of   be    chirche,  and  also     L*  I'oi-  -'■^0 

the  heathen. 

*  p?'zncis   and  lordis  ministringe   |>ese  j>ingis   schuldc   not  telle 
what  it  is. 

The    .16.    medicyn    a3cns    |)0    feue?'e    pcstilenciale,    and    |)e  ifi'"^  Me, 

maistric    to    cure    it  ;    fors()}>e    holy   scripture    seij?    J)at   siiz/nnc  litZ'!a/i.wrr 

tymes   oure   lord   god   scndij)   i)estilence    to   sic   su^Mino    manor  )'1.^||''',';I'-,S'.'' 

of   pcple,   as    it    is    seid   dcutrono?7imm    28    in    jiis    man^-r   "  Si  ""'"'J^/^^"'*^'- 
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TO  CUllE  PESTILENTIAL  l^EVEll  AND  PLAGUES. 


[liOOK  II. 


r.ocl  says  in 
Deuteronomy 
xxviii.  that  if 
men  will  not 
liear  His  voice 
and  oiiey  liis 
connnand- 
ments,  pesti- 
lences shall 
c  me  on 
them. 


These  plagues 
a  man  would 
be  a  great 
fool  to  pre- 
sume to  cure ; 


but  all  other 
pestilences 


from  evil 
l)lanets  may 
be  cured  by 
our  Quinte 
[Tiota  bni*;.] 
Essence  with 
Aloes,  Eu- 
phorbium, 
&c., 
[*  Fol.  25&.] 

and  a  laxative 
fiuinte  Es- 
sence that  will 
send  the  pa- 
tient to  stool 
once  a  day. 


He  must  also 
talve  every 
morning  an 
egg-shell-full 
of  Burning 
Water,  and  2 
or  3  pestilence 
pills  in  our 
Quinte  Es- 
sence, 
and  smoke  his 


audire  nolums^  vocem  domiui  dei  tiii,  ut  custodias  et  facias 
omma  mandata  eius,  vemant  super  te  omnes  iiialedicciones  ;  iste 
maledictus  eris  in  ciuitate  &c."  et  infra.  "  ad-iungat  tibi  pestilen- 
ciam  donee  consumat  te  de  terra,  percuciat  te  dominus  egestate, 
febre,  et  frigore,  ardore  et  estu,  et  aere  corrupto  ac  rubigirie,  et  per- 
sequatuY  donee  pereas"  liec  ihidem,  et  infra  "  percuciat  te  dommus 
vlcere  egipti  et  partem  corporis  per  (\uam  stercora  egerant^tr. 
scabie  quoque,  et  pritrigine,  ita  ut  curari  nequeas,  percuciat  te 
dommus  necessitate  ac  furore  mentis"  //  Therfore  a  gret  fool 
were  he  Jjat  wolde  presume  to  cure  |>ese  plagis  of  pestilence  J>at 
ben  vncurable,  ])at  ben  sent  of  god  to  ponysche  sjnne  //  Also 
3e  sclial  vndirstonde  ]jat  men  may  die  in  .iij.  maners.  in  oon 
maner  by  naturel  dee])  in  J>e  tecrme  ]>at  is  sett  of  god  /  In 
anoJ>ir  maner  bi  violent  dee]?,  and  also  in  ]>e  .iij.  maner  occa- 
sionaly  wi])i?iiie  ]>e  teerme  ])at  is  sett  of  god.  as  ]>o  me?^  ])rtt  to 
myclie  replecioun,  or  to  greet  abstynence  or  by  disperaciou>i,  or 
ellis  by  necligence,  sle  him  silf  /  but  sikirly  alle  o])ere  maner 
of  feueris  pestilence  ]?at  god  sufFri]?  to  come  to  ma?ikynde  by 
perilous  influence  of  yuele  planetis,  by  ]>e  grace  of  god  and  good 
gouernaunce  may  be  curid  partialy  wi|)  oure  5.  essence,  and 
]>erimie  putte  a  litil  of  aloes  epatik  and  euforbij,  and  a  litil  of 
ierapigra  galieni  and  of  5  essence,  of  \>e  rote  of  lilie  and  also 
of  gold  and  peerle,  capilli  veneris  *and  ysope.  for  |>ese  ]>ingis 
ben  nedeful  to  siche  feueris  and  apostemes  /  it  is  nedeful  also 
]>at  wij)  ]>ese  ]>ingis  })er  be  sich  a  qwinta  essencia  laxatyue  J)at 
wole  purge  ]>e  snpe/'flue  humouris  }>at  abounde.  and  )?at  ]>e 
pacient  so  myche  resceyue  in  a  natural  day  jjerof  )>at  he  may 
go  weel  oouys  to  sege.  and  so  lete  him  vse  j)is  laxatif  .3.  in  ]>e 
woke ;  But  be  weel  war  ]>at  he  take  wiJ?  oure  qmnta  essencia 
but  ri3t  a  litil  qwantite  of  |>e  laxatif  at  oonys,  as  I  toldc  50U 
tofore,  for  peril  ]>at  mi5te  bifalle.  and  eue?y  day  take  he  by  )>e 
morowe  an  eye-schelle  ful  of  good  brennynge  watir,  and  \>e  cor- 
rupt eyr  schal  not  noye  hwi,  and  also  vse  in  |>e  dayes.  two  or 
|?re  smale  pelotis  pestilcnciales  in  oure  5  essencia,  or  in  bren- 
nynge watir,  and  al  |>e  hous  of  \>e  pacient  schal  be  encensid 

^  MS.  volueris. 
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strongly   .iij   in  pe  day  wij)  frank-encense.   mirre.   and  rosyii.  bouse  with 

terbe?ityn  and  rewe.  and  J)is  is  perfi5t  cure  for  ]?e  feuere  pesti-  &c. 
lence  /   And  Jjus  ^e  may  wij?  J)is  5  essencijs  cure  alle  ]>ese  sijk- 
nesses  aforeseid,  and  manye  ojjere,  as  it  were  by  myracle,  if  ^e 

worche  discfrleetly  as  I  haue    toold   20U  tofore  /     Now  here  Here isan end 

\-  -i  •'  ■>  I  of  tliis  most 

I  make  an  eende  of  ])is  tretis  jjat  is  clepid  |)e  mooste  and  Jje  sovereign  of 

souereyneste    secrete    of  alle    secretis.    and  a  passynge  tresour 

bat    may   nou5t    fayle  //       O    quantum    malum   foret,    si    hie  what  iiis  win 

.  .  .  .    .  befall  if  it  gets 

liber  perueniret  ad  manus  \\.<:)m\nuvi\.  mundanontm,  ad  noticiam  into  tyrants' 

and  rei)ro- 

tirannorwm,  et  ad  seruicium  reprobor^^??^.  qitza  sicut  ^anoA  ryer  bates' bands 

and  prolongs 

hunc  librum  poterunt  continuare  opera  vite   christiani  diuciz«5  their  ufe  in 

.         .  .  ...  ®^''^-    '  ^^'11 

et   vehemenciws,    ita    et   reprobi    possent    peruerso   vsi    diuci^^s  J^eep  it  f  r 

^  '■  holy  men 

perseuerare  in  male,   eoo  autem,  q^^antum  in  me  est,   propter  alone;  and  i 

^  0^1  '    i        i  commend  it 

solos  sanc^os  libru7?i  hunc  co?istituo,  et  'msiixa  custod  ri^el  ihesu  f°  t^brisfs 

'  •"•  >-      J  keepijig  now 

Christi  co??imendo  nunc  et  in  eteruum  //=  //  and  ever. 
Explicit  librum  de  maximis  secretis  e<S5encie  quinte  &c. 


NOTES 

ON    THE    CHEMISTHY    OF    THE    TEXT 
By  C.  H.  gill,  Esq.  of  University  College,  London. 


P.  4.  Direction  to  submit  any  wine  that  is  not  sour  to  distil- 
lation. [Sour  wine  is  deficient  in  alcohol;  that  body  having 
been  changed  into  acetic  acid  by  oxidation.)  In  the  language 
of  the  mystical  ideas  which  prevailed  in  the  dawn  of  Chemistry, 
the  colouring  matters,  sugar  &c.  of  the  wine  are  called  '  the  .4. 
elementis,'  or  as  it  were  the  '  rotten  faeces  of  wine'  1 1 

The  direction  to  distill  the  wine  seven  times  is  a  good  practical 
suggestion  for  the  obtaining  of  strong  alcohol  which  will  burn 
well.  Then  follows  a  description  of  the  distilling  apparatus, 
which  seems  to  have  been  arranged,  to  ensure  a  very  slow  distil- 
lation, so  as  to  obtain  a  product  as  colourless  and  scentless  as 
possible. 

P.  5.  The  second  way  to  make  the  Quinte  essence  depends  on 
distillation  of  alcohol  by  means  of  the  heat  of  fermenting  horse- 
dung  ;  also  the  fifth  manner. 

P.  6.  The  directions  for  gilding  burning  water  are  all  nonsense ; 
but  as  the  writer  had  no  means  of  testing  the  truth  of  his  state- 
ments, they  may  have  been  made  in  good  faith. 

P.  7.  The  idea  which  he  expresses,  that  this  gilt  burning  water 
will  make  you  well  and  young,  is  difficult  to  explain,  except  on 
the  assumption  that,  it  being  the  strongest  of  alcohol,  a  very 
little  served  to  produce  that  elevation  of  spirits  which  seemed  to 
bring  back  the  spring  of  youth. 

P.  7,  1.  6  from  the  bottom.  The  word  liquiUes  in  the  text  does 
not  mean  liquids,  for  a  liquid  cannot  be  made  hot  enough  to  be 
quenched.  If  the  original  liquibles  cannot  be  retained  I  should 
substitute  the  word  liquiables,  meaning  those  things  which  can 
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be  liquefied  by  heat.  Indeed  in  the  next  passage  we  find  stated 
that  if  Saturn  (the  alchemists'  mystical  name  for  Lead)  be 
quenched  &c.,  and  that  if  then  Mars  (Iron)  be  quenched  in  the 
same  liquid,  it  will  acquire  the  softness  of  Saturn.  Or  if  you 
quench  lead  in  spirit  which  has  had  iron  first  cooled  in  it,  it 
becomes  hard.   . 

Of  course  there  is  no  truth  whatever  in  the  above  statements. 

P.  8.  The  fire  without  coals  &c.  is  '  corrosive  sublimate,'  most 
probably  containing  an  excess  of  Sulphuric  acid  (vitriol)  as  an 
impurity.  If  Copper  (Venus)  or  Tin  (Juj^iter)  be  dipt  into  this 
solution  of  mercury  they  will  have  a  deposit  of  mercury  formed 
on  their  surface,  which  will  give  them  a  pearly  appearance. 

P.  8.  To  bring  Gold  into  calx.  When  gold  is  treated  in  the 
way  directed,  a  fine  powder  of  gold  of  a  brown  or  yellow  colour 
is  left.  This  might  readily  have  been  mistaken  for  a  calx  by 
those  who  had  no  clear  ideas  of  what  calx  really  was. 

P.  9.  The  departing  of  gold  from  silver  is  essentially  the  same 
as  the  plan  practised  at  the  present  day. 

To  get  the  Quintessence  of  Gold.  I  can  make  nothing  of  the 
directions,  that  is,  I  cannot  see  that  they  (the  directions)  hide 
any  real  truth. 

P.  10.  How  to  get  the  Quintessence  of  Antimony.  I  can  make 
nothing  of  this  part,  and  can  only  suggest  that  the  vinegar  used 
contained  hydrochloric  acid,  and  when  distilled  with  '  Myn  Anti- 
mony' (native  sulphide  of  antimony)  gave  a  distillate  of  Chloride 
pf  Antimony  containing  some  '  kermes'  which  is  red. 

From  this  point  onward  there  is  little  or  nothing  that  can  be 
explained  by  a  Chemist. 


GLOSSARY. 


Agu,  p.  22,  1.1,  'Intermittent 
Feaver,  commonly  called  an 
Ague,  has  certain  times  of 
Intermission  or  ceasing  ;  it 
begins  for  the  most  part  with 
Cold  or  Shivering,  ends  in 
Heat,  and  returns  exactly  at 
set  Periods.'     Phillips. 

Aischin,  p.  4,  1.10,  ashes. 

Amphora,  p.  11,  &c.,  'a  large 
vessel  which  derived  its 
name  from  its  being  made 
with  a  handle  on  each  side 
of  the  neck,  from  ducjii  on 
both  sides,  and  0epa)  /  carry ^ 
Diet,  of  Gr.  and  Rom.  Ant. 

Anele,  p.  6,  1.  26,  &c.,  heat? 

Apostemes,  p.  24,  1.  24,  impo- 
sthumes,  boils. 

Appeire,  p.  3,  1.  12,  impair, 
worsen. 

Arreins,  p.  2,  1.  25,  sj^iders. 

'  Cassia  Fistula  (Lat.),  [p.  21, 
1.  16],  Cassia  in  the  Pipe 
or  Cane,  a  kind  of  Reed  or 
Shrub  that  grows  in  India 
and  Africa,  bearing  black, 
round,  and  long  Cods,  in 
which  is  contain'd  a  soft 
black  Substance,  sweet  like 
Honey,  and  of  a  purging 
Quality.'     Phillips. 

Colaciouns,  p.  18,  1.  21,  ? com- 
ments, homilies. 


Comounne,  p.  3,  1.  35,  commu- 
nicate. 

'  Continual  Feaver  [p.  21]  is  that 
whose  Fit  is  continu'd  for 
many  Days  ;  having  its 
times  of  Abatement,  and  of 
more  Fierceness ;  altho'  it 
never  intermits,  or  leaves 
off.'     Phillips. 

Deedly,  p.  3,  1.  24,  liable  to 
death,  mortal. 

Departynge,  p.  5,  1.14,  parting, 
separating. 

Depurid,  p.  9,  1.  27,  purified. 

Distillatorie,  p.  10,  1.  24,  a  still. 
Randle  Holme,  {Academy, 
p.  422,  col.  2,)  speaks  of  a 
Still  or  Distillatory  Instru- 
ment,' and  further  on,  iv., 
'  He  beareth  Sable,  the  Head 
of  a  Distillatory  \y\i\\  3  pipes; 
having  as  many  Keceivers  or 
Bottles  set  to  them.' 

'  Ebulum  or  Ebulus  (Lat.),  [p. 
18,  1.3]  the  Ylexh  Wall-wort, 
Dane-wort,  or  Dwarf-elder  J 
Phillips. 

Encorpere,  p.  13,  1.  4,  1  mix. 

Euforbii,  1.21,  1.  3  bot.  'Eu- 
phorbia, the  Libyan  Ferida, 
a  Tree  or  Shrub  first  found 
by  King  Juba,  and  so  call'd 
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from  the  Name  of  his  Physi- 
cian Enphorhus.^  Phillips. 
Eu})liorl>ium/  the  gummy  Juice 
or  Sap  of  that  Tiee  nmch 
us'd  in  Physick  and  Sur- 
gery.'    PJiillips. 

Funter,  p.  18,  1.  3.? 

Fyme,  p. 10, 1.2  bot.,  mud,  clay. 

Gerapigra   galieni,   p.  3,  1.  29, 

Upa   TTiKpa    raXrjvov. 

Giltid,  p.  7,  ].  3,  having  the  pro- 
perties of  gold  communicated 
by  it. 

Hide,  p.  13,  1.  18,  li'ov  hideus; 
compare  the  Harleian  read- 
ing '  unkinde.' 

Kynde,  p.  1,  1. 12,  all  creatures; 
1. 13,  nature,  tone; 

'  Lapis  Lazuli  [p.  18,  1.  3]  a 
kind  of  Azure  or  Sky-col- 
our'd  Stone,  of  which  the 
Blew  Colour  call'd  Ultra- 
•  onarine  is  made.  .  much  us'd 
in  Physick.'     Ph. 

Lembike,  p.  9,  1.  2,  '  Alembick 
or  Lind)eck  (Arab.),  a  Still, 
a  Chymical  Vessel  used  in 
Distilling,  shaped  like  a  Hel- 
met, and  towards  the  Bot- 
tom, having  a  Benk  or  Nose, 
about  a  Foot  and  a  half 
long,  by  which  the  Vapours 
descend.  They  are  com- 
monly made  of  Copper  tinn'd 
over  on  the  inside,  and  often 
of  Glass.'     Phillips. 

Liquibles,  }).  7,  1.  G  bot.,  melt- 
able metals. 

Lymayl,  p. 8,  l.Gbot.,  Fr.  '  liia- 
aille :  f.  File-dust, i)iimc-dust.' 
Cotgrave. 


Marien  Batli,  p.  12,  1.  7  bot., 
Balneum  Marine,  a  Chemist's 
bath.  '  Bain  de  Marie.  Ma- 
ries bath ;  a  cauldron,  or 
kettle  full  of  hot  water.' 
Cotgrave. 

Medle,  p.  19  last  line,  mix. 

Medulla,  p.  18,  1.  3,  pith. 

Mercasite,  p.  10,  1.  14,  'a  kind 
of  Mineral  Stone,  hard  and 
brittle,  i)artaking  of  the  Na- 
ture and  Colour  of  the  ^letal 
it  is  mixed  with ;  some  call 
it  a  Fire -Stone.'     Phillips. 

Mercuriale,  mercuric,  p.  21,  19, 
&c., '  Mercury  .  .  among  Chy- 
mists.. signifies  Quick-silver; 
and  is  also  taken  for  one  of 
their  active  Principles,  com- 
monly call'd  Spirit  .  .  Also 
the  Name  of  a  purging  Herb 
of  which  there  are  two  sorts, 
viz.  Good  Harry  and  Dog's 
Mercury^ 

Morsus  Gallinpe,  the  Herb  Hen- 
bit  or  Chick-weed.   Phillips. 

Mortifie,  p.  19  last  line,  'Among 
Chymists  to  change  the  out- 
ward Form  or  Sh(ipe  of  a 
Mixt  Body;  as  when  Quick- 
silver, or  any  other  Metal,  is 
dissolved  in  an  acid  Men- 
struum.'     Phillips. 

Neischede,  p.  7,  1.  2  bot.,  made 
nesh  or  soft. 

Oo,  p.  4,  one. 

Popilion,p.22,1.24;  'Populeum, 
an  Ointment  made  of  Poplar 
buds,  of  a  cooling  and  allay- 
ing Quality.'  PJiillips.  Fr. 
'  Po])ideon.  Popilion,  a  Pom- 
])illi()n  ;  an  ointment  made  of 
biMckc  Poplar  buds.'      Cot. 
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'  Quartan  Ague  [p.  20]  is  that 
whose  Fit  returns  every 
fourth  Day.'     Phillips. 

Quintessence  is  defined  by  Phil- 
lips as  '  the  purest  Substance 
drawn  out  of  any  Natural 
Body;  a  Medicine  made  of 
the  efficacious  active  Par- 
ticles of  its  Ingredients  sepa- 
rated from  all  Fceces  or 
Dregs ;  the  Spirit,  chief 
Force,  or  Virtue  of  any 
thing.' 

Reme,  p.  9,  1.  5  bot.,  A.-S. 
reoma,  a  strap,  thong. 

Reparale,  p.  8,  1.  21,  1 

Restreyne,  p.  7,  1.  8,  retain. 

Reward,  p.  2,  1.  4,  7,  regard. 

Rotombe,  p.  10,  1.  3  bot.,  a  che- 
mist's vessel  of  some  kind. 

Sambucy,  p.lG,  1.7  bot.,  '  Sam- 
bucus,  the  Elder-Tree ;  a 
Shrub  of  very  great  use  in 
Physic'     Phillips. 

Stafisagre,  p.  20,  1.  1,  '  Staphis 
agria,  the  Herb  Staves-acre, 
or  Lice-bane.'     Phillips. 


'  Tertian  Ague  or  Feaver  [p.  21] 
is  that  which  intermits  en- 
tirely, and  returns  again 
every  third  Day  with  its 
several  Symptoms  at  a  set 
Time.'     Phillips. 

To,  p.l,  1.16,  too. 

Triacle,  p.  23,  1.  5,  cordial, 
'  Treacle,  a  Physical  Compo- 
sition, made  of  Vipers  and 
other  Ingredients.'   Phillips. 

Turbit,  p.  16,  1.  7  bot.,  '  Turbit, 
Tripoly,  an  Herb  called  Tur- 
bith,  or  blew  Camomel.' 

'  Turbith,  an  Herb  so  call'd  by 
the  Arabians,  which  grows 
in  Cambaya,  Surat,  and  other 
parts  of  Asia ;  a  dangerous 
Drug  upon  account  of  its 
violent  purging  Quality.' 
Ph. 

Woodnes,  p.  22, 1.  23,  wildness, 
madness. 

Ypericon,  p.  19,  1.16,  '  Hype- 
ricon,  St.  John's-  Wort,  an 
excellent  Herb  for  Wounds, 
and  to  provoke  Urine.'    Ph. 
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Lives  of  Saints,  in  the  Southern  dialect.     To  be  edited  from  the  Harleian  MS. 
2277  (ab.  1305  a.d.),  by  R.  Morris,  Esq. 

The  Catholicon  Anglicum,  from  Lord  Monson's  MS.      To  be  edited   by  K.  E. 

Wheatley,  Esq. 
Abcedarium   Anglico-latinum,    pro   Tyrunculis,    Richardo   Hulceto    exscriptore. 

Londini,  1552. 
A  little  Dictionary  for  Children  (W.  de  Worde),  or  a  shorte  Dictionarie  for  yonge 

beginners  (ed.  Evans,  1566),  by  J.  Withals.     (The  earliest  edition,  to  be  collated 

with  the  succeeding  editions.) 
An  Alvearie  or  Quadruple  Dictionarie  in  Englishe,  Latin,  Greeke,  and  French, 

by  John  Baret.     (The  edition  of  1580  collated  with  that  of  1573.) 

III. 

Tlie  Old  and  New  Testament  in  Verse.     To  be  edited  fi'om  the  Vernon  MS.  by 
R.  Morris,  Esq, 

Early  English  Sermons  before  1250  a.d.  :  two  collections.      To  be  edited  from 

unique  MSS.  in  the  Libraries  of  Lambeth  Palace  and  Trinity  Coll.,  Cambridge, 

by  R.  Morris,  Es((. 
Medytacions  of  the  Soper  of  our  Lorde  Ihesu,  &c.,  perhaps  by  Robert  of  Piruniie. 

To  be  edited  from  the  Harl.  MS.  1701  (ab.  1300  a.d.),  &c.,  by  F.  J.  Furnivp.ll, 

E.sq.,  M.A. 
Lydgate's   Life    of   St.  Edmund.      From   the   presentation   MS.   to    Miiii\    \  1  . 

Harl.  2278. 

IV. 
Chaucer's  Prose  Works.     Tv  be  edited  from  the  MSS.  by  R.  Morris,  Esq. 
Tliree  different  Versions  of  Piers  Plowman,  in  separate  editions.     To  be  edited 

from  the  MSS.  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A. 

Lydgate's  Works. 

Le  Venery  de  Twety  and  The  Master  of  the  Game.     To  l)e  edited  from  the  MSS. 

l)y  Alfred  Sadler,  Esq. 
Barbour's  Bnis.     To  be  edited  from  the  MSS.  in  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge, 

&c.,  by  J.  Peile,  Esq.'M.A.,  and  tlie  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A. 
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The  Subscription  is  £\  Is.  a  year,  due  in  advance  on  the  1st  of 
January,  and  should  be  paid  either  to  the  Society's  Account  at  the 
Union  Bank  of  London,  14,  Argyll  Place,  Eegent  Street,  W.,  or  by 
post-office  order  to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Henry  B.  Wheatley,  Esq., 
53,  Berners  Street,  London,  W. 

The  Publications  for  1866  will  be  — 

13.  Seinte  Marherete,  J?e  Meiden  ant  MartjT.  Three  Texts  of  ab.  a.d.  1200, 1310, 1330.  First 
edited  in  1862,  by  the  Rev.  Oswald  Cockayne,  M.A.,  and  now  re-issued.    2s. 

14.  The  Romance  of  Kyng  Horn,  Floris  and  Blanchefloiir,  and  the  Assumption  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin.  Edited  from  the  MSS.  in  the  Library  of  the  University  of  Cambridge 
and  the  British  Museum,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Rawson  Lumby.    2?.  6c?. 

15.  Political,  Religious,  and  Love  Poems  from  the  Lambeth  MS.  No.  306,  and  other  MSS. 
Edited  by  F.  J.  Furnivall,  Esq.,  M.A.    3*.  6d. 

16.  A  Tretice  in  Englisch  breuely  drawe  out  of  \>e  book  of  Quintis  essencijs  in  Latyn,  \>at 
Hermys  l>e  p?-ophete  and  king  of  Egipt,  after  )?e  flood  of  Noe,  fader  of  Philosophris, 
liadde  by  reuelaciou»  of  an  aungil  of  God  to  him  sente.  Edited  from  the  Sloane  MS.  73, 
by  F.  J.  Furnivall,  Esq.,  M.A.    1;?. 

17.  Parallel  Extracts  from  29  Manuscripts  of  Piers  Plowman,  with  Comments,  and  a  Proposal 
for  the  Society's  Three-Text  Edition  of  the  Poem,  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat,  M.A.    Is. 

18.  Hali  Meidenhad,  ab.  1200  A.D.  Edited  for  the  first  time  from  the  MS.  {with,  a  translation), 
by  the  Rev.  Oswald  Cockayne,  M.A.    Iv. 

19.  Sir  David  Lyndesay's  Monarche,  Part  II.,  the  Complaynt  of  the  King's  Papingo,  and 
other  Minor  Poems.    Edited  from  the  first  editions,  by  F.  Hall.  Esq.,  D.C.L.    3*.  6d. 

Melusine  or  The  Romance  of  Partenay  or  Lvisignan.  To  be  edited  for  the  first  time  from  the 
unique  MS.  in  the  Library  of  Trin.Coll.  Cambridge,  by  the  Rev.W.W.  Skeat.   \_In  the  Press. 

The  Babees  Boke,  The  Children's  Book,  Urbanitatis,  The  Boke  of  Norture,  etc.,  ^vith  some 
French  and  Latin  Poems  on  like  subjects.  To  be  edited  from  Harleian  and  other 
MSS.,  by  F.  J.  Furnivall,  Esq.,  M.A.  [/?(  the  Press. 

Hymns  to  the  Virgin  and  Christ ;  the  Parliament  of  Devils ;  and  other  Religious  Poems.  To 
be  edited  from  the  Lambeth  MS.  853,  by  F.  J.  Furnivall,  Esq.,  M.A.  Un  the  Press. 

Merlin.    Part  II.    Edited  by  Henry  B.  Wheatley,  Esq.  \_In  the  Press. 

Dan  Michel's  Ayenbite  of  Inwyt,  or  Remorse  of  Conscience,  in  the  Kentish  dialect, 
1340  A.D.  To  be  edited  from  the  unique  MS.  in  the  British  IMuseum,  by  Richard 
Morris,  Esq.  [//(  the  Press, 

Palladius  on  Husbondrie ;  the  earliest  English  Poem  on  Husbandry.  To  be  edited  from 
the  unique  MS.  in  Colchester  Castle  (ab.  1425  a.d.),  by  the  Rev.  Barton  Lodge, 
M.A.  [/h  the  Press. 

Lives  of  St.  Juliane  and  St.  Katherinc,  and  other  early  pieces  before  1250  A.D.  To  be  edited 
from  the  MSS.  (with  a  translation),  by  the  Rev.  O.  Cockajnie,  M.A.  [In  the  Press. 

Levins's  Manipulus  Vocabulorum,  1570,  the  first  of  the  Dictionary  Series.  To  be  edited  by 
Henry  B.  Wheatley,  Esq.  ICojned. 

And  as  many  of  the  following  as  the  amount  of  subscriptions  will 
justify  the  Committee  in  issuing : — 

1.  Some  Treatises,  by  Richard  Rolle  de  Hampole.     II.  Dan  Jon  Graytrigg's  Sermon ;  The 

Abbaye  of  S.  Spirit ;  Sayne  Jon,  and  other  pieces  in  the  Northern  dialect.    Two  Texts.    To 

})e  edited  from  Robert  of  Thorntone's  unique  MS.,  bv  the  Rev.  G.  Perry,  M.A.  [/n  the  Press. 
The  Knight  de  la  Tour  Landry,  1372.    To  be  edited  from  the  Harl.  MS.  1764,  by  Thomas 

Wright,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  William  Rossiter.  [/»  the  Press. 

Mirk's  Duties  of  a  Parish  Priest,  in  verse.    To  be  edited  for  the  first  time  from  the  MSS.  in 

the  British  Museum  and  Bodleian  Libraries  (ab.  1420  a.d.),  by  E.  Peacock,  Esq.  [Copied. 
Various  Poems  relating  to  Sir  Gawaine.    To  be  edited  from  the  MSS.,  by  R.  JMorris, 

Esq.  ICopied. 

Cursor  Mundi,  or  Cursur  o  Worlde,  in  the  Northern  dialect.    To  be  edited  from  the  MSS. 

in  the  British  Museum   and  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  by  Richard  Morris,  Esq. 

Part  I.  [Copied. 

Mayster  Jon  Gardener,  and  other  early  pieces  on  Herbs,  etc.  To  be  edited  from  the  MSS.,  by 

W.  Aldis  Wright,  Esq.,  M.A.  [Copied. 

An  Old  English  Bestiary  of  ab.  1250  a.d.    To  be  edited  from  an  Arundel  MS.,  by  R.  Morris, 

Esq.  [Copied. 


LONDON  :  TBUBNER  &  CO.,  60,  PATERNOSTER  ROW. 

EDINBURGH  :  T.  G.  STEVENSON,  22,  SOUTH  FREDERICK  STEEET. 

GLASGOW  :  OGLE  &  CO.,  1,  ROYAL  EXCHANGE  SQUARE. 

BERLIN  :    ASHER  &  CO.,  UNTER  DEN  LINDEN,  20. 

NEW  YORK :    G.  P.  PHILES  &  CO.,  NASSAU  STREET. 

PHILADELPHIA  :  J.  B.  LIPPINCOTT  &  CO. 
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